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Welcome Back!
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Niles North
Distinguished
Alum Walton
Saves Lives
A week after he was prominently featured
on CBS’ “60 Minutes,” Dr. David Walton (Niles North ‘94) was on the floor
of the Niles West gym, moving alongside
Dance Marathon students who were stepping for charity. Just a few feet away a
girl was saying to her friend, “I thought
Dr. Walton was supposed to be here. I
wonder if he’s coming.”

Ken Clinkman, Matthew Robins (N’98), Richard Reeder, Jeff Burman (E’74), District 219 Superintendent Neil Codell and School Board
President Robert Silverman (E’78) are members of the District 219 Education Foundation. The Foundation accepted a $10,000 donation
from the Neighbors United organization.

Welcome back, Niles Township High Schools alumni! Whether you
graduated from one of the high schools this June, or many years ago, this
newsletter is for you.
Tens of thousands have graduated from Niles East, Niles West and Niles North over the years, but
graduates of Niles Township high schools have not had an organized alumni association before now.
The Alumni Coming Back program aims to change that. We encourage you to include or update
your alumni listing on our website so you can reconnect with old friends, find out about upcoming reunions, or stay informed about District 219 schools and the community. We offer Niles East,
Niles West and Niles North graduates many opportunities to become (re)involved with our schools.
Whether you’d like to reconnect with your former classmates, speak to today’s students about careers, make a financial contribution to our Education Foundation to help students in need, organize a
school reunion or event, or just come back to visit your old haunts, we’d like to welcome you back.
The Alumni Coming Back initiative is a work in progress. It started coming together in late 2006
when the District 219 Education Foundation for Excellence held a breakfast gathering for some
alumni who live in the Chicagoland area and who expressed interest in creating an alumni organization for Niles Township graduates.
“So many of our neighboring communities have active alumni organizations,” says Jeff Burman
(Niles East ‘74), chairman of the District 219 Education Foundation and president of VantageAmerica Solutions, Inc. “With all the talented and successful people who have graduated from Niles
Township, it’s about time we develop an alumni program so we can make it easier for our graduates
to reconnect with our schools, and also give back to today’s students, who face a lot more challenges than we did growing up.”

She could be forgiven for not knowing
that the youthful dancer right in front of
her was the nationally-recognized doctor who was also a main reason why
several hundred students spent much
of the year raising funds for Partners in
Health. Dance Marathon and members of
the We Help Others (WHO) Club raised
approximately $70,000 for the nonprofit
organization, which provides health care
for impoverished people in Haiti and
seven other countries. Walton’s employer
is Brigham and Women’s Hospital, the
teaching hospital of Harvard University,
but he spends 50 percent of his time in
Haiti, ministering to some of that country’s poorest and sickest people.
It’s backbreaking and heartbreaking work,
but it’s what Walton says he was called to
do.
In the “60 Minutes” segment, reporter
Byron Pitts said, “I look at you, 31 years
old, medical degree from Harvard, could
make a gazillion dollars back in the
States, and you’re in Haiti. What do you
get out of it?” Pitts asked him.
Continued on page three

Making a Difference
During the 2007-08 school year, the foundation awarded grants, including:
• the purchase of 40 graphing calculators for students who cannot afford them
• establishment of an annual scholarship (this year $1,500) for one graduating student at
Niles Central (formerly known as the Off Campus Learning Center)
• the purchase of 18 refurbished computers for freshmen who do not have computer
technology at home
• financial assistance for students to take college placement exams
• Advanced Placement fees paid for 25 students at approximately $80 per student
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District 219 Education Foundation for Excellence
c/o 7700 Gross Point Road
Skokie, Illinois 60077
www.219foundation.org
The Niles Township High Schools Alumni Newsletter is published twice a year by the Community
Relations Department.

Niles West:
Still Going
Strong at 50!
If you are a graduate of Niles West, save the dates of October 3 - 5, when the school will celebrate its 50th anniversary. “Still Going Strong at 50!” is the theme of the celebration, with
activities planned for anyone who graduated Niles West over the past five decades.
Alumni can check out the newly installed state-of-the-art synthetic turf at the football stadium
when the Niles West Wolves play their Homecoming Game vs. the Glenbrook South Titans on
Friday, October 3. The varsity game kicks off at 7:30 p.m. Alumni are invited to stop by the
Alumni Tent beginning at 7 p.m. to reunite with classmates. Immediately following the game
will be fireworks.
The main event will be an Alumni Coming Home celebration for all Niles West graduates on
Saturday, October 4, held at the Holiday Inn Chicago North Shore. The Holiday Inn, at 5300
W. Touhy in Skokie is a major sponsor of the event. Providing music will be The Buckinghams,
featuring alum Nick Fortuna (W ‘65). The Alumni Coming Home event is a fundraiser for the
District 219 Education Foundation for Excellence, which provides assistance for academic-related items and activities for students in need.
•
•
•
•
•

The event will be held from 6 to 11 p.m.
Tickets are $75 until September 15. After that, tickets will be $85.
An hors d’oeuvres buffet will be served. A cash bar will be available.
The event features a silent auction.
Proceeds will benefit the District 219 Education Foundation for Excellence and the
students of District 219.

On Sunday, October 5, Niles West will host an Open House from noon to 3 p.m. Alumni can tour
the school and enjoy performances by student musicians, vocalists and more.
Please help us get the word out to your friends and fellow classmates by telling them about the
weekend. If you haven’t already done so, register at the school website so that we have your
contact information and can keep you up-to-date on details about the “Still Going Strong at 50”
celebration. Register at www.niles-hs.k12.il.us/west/alumni/alumnireg.asp.
For more information about the weekend, please go to www.219foundation.org or call Rosamin
Bhanpuri at (847) 626-3959.

East and West Alumni
Asked
to Provide
Info
Alumni
Directories
for Directories
Watch your mail in the coming months

Cars Wanted
The Niles West Homecoming Committee
would like to invite owners of vintage automobiles to drive in the 50th anniversary parade
that will wind through the streets of Skokie and
Morton Grove on October 3. Drivers must be
21 years of age.

for a postcard from Harris Connect.
Niles East and Niles West graduDistrict 219 has contracted with the
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watch
yourdirectories
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company
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for
a
letter
from
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District
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thdirec located in
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graduate information and publish
an alumni directory for each school.

Please contact Peter Geddeis, Director of Student Activities at (847) 626-2921 or petged@
niles-hs.k12.il.us.

An updated Niles North Alumni Directory is currently in production
and is scheduled to be published
in fall 2008. This is the first time
that directories are being produced
for Niles East and Niles West. Harris Connect publishes the directories at no cost to the district.
Graduates are under no obligation
to buy the published directory or
the electronic version, but we encourage all Niles Township alumni
to provide Harris with updated contact information so we can have
most graduates represented. You
do not have to buy the directory
to have your information included.
District 219 has received many requests in recent years from Niles
East and West grads to produce
alumni directories. This effort will
also allow the district and the Alumni Coming Back committee to compile a more complete database so
we can keep alumni informed about
upcoming programs and events.
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Recent West
Grad Opens
College Doors
in Uganda
Although just finishing up at university
herself, Molly Heineman (W’04) is already helping Ugandan street children to
realize their otherwise-impossible dream
of going to college. Two years ago Heineman had a social work internship with
an organization called Child Restoration
Outreach (CRO) and worked with street
children to provide education, food, medical assistance and counseling in order for
them to learn to become self-sufficient.
The experience “literally changed my
life,” she says. This past summer she
spent another three months with CRO
and started a non-profit called CRO Support Organization (CROSO), which funds
scholarships for CRO-sponsored children
to continue their education past secondary
school.
Heinemann said she learned the importance of “helping people learn how to
help themselves” when she was a junior
at Niles West and spent her spring break
building homes for Habitat for Humanity
with fellow We Help Others (WHO) Club
members. After she graduates from the
University of Dayton this spring, she will
concentrate on helping CROSO provide
college tuition, room, board and textbooks
for qualified young Ugandans.
“I am so glad my friends and I grew up
in Skokie and went to Niles West, where
we got to be with people from all different ethnic backgrounds and religions and
different economic status,” she says. “I
wasn’t fully aware of that diversity, and
grateful for it, until I went to college and
saw how many people are not exposed to
that. I really got to learn about the world
from my peers, as well as my teachers.”
To learn more about how Heineman’s
nonprofit is helping street children, visit
www.croso.org.

BUY keychains TO benefit 219 students IN NEED
•
•
•
•

Silvertone, dogtag-style keychain w/valet fob w/ choice of mascot (see right)
can be engraved on the back for an additional $5
t-shirts available ONLINE (SEE WEBSITE AT WWW.219FOUNDATION.ORG)
proceeds benefit the district 219 education foundation

Name ___________________________________ Address _____________________________________________
City __________________________ State _____ Zip __________ Email _______________________________
Mascot Choice _________________________
Keychain		
			

Without Engraving
With Engraving

$20 x (qty) ________________ = _________________
$25 x (qty) ________________ = _________________

Engraving (30 letters maximum) __________________________________________
						

Total: 			

= _________________

Make checks payable to District 219 Education Foundation and send to 7700 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60077.

The Pittsburgh Steelers chose running back Rashard Mendenhall (W’05) as their first-round pick in the NFL Draft
held April 26. Mendenhall announced his plans to forgo his senior year of college at the University of Illinois and
enter the draft at a press conference held at Niles West High School.
Mendenhall said he wanted to make the announcement “here at Niles West, where it all started. I wanted the younger
guys to see this.” Mendenhall thanked his former coaches, including Mark Egofske, who was his head football coach
at Niles West. Mendenhall is pictured with Joe Galambos, who first coached him in fifth grade and has continued to
be an influence on him.
Sheila Lakhani-Gilani (W ‘98), Director of Operations for Lakhani Hospitality, Inc., along with other family members, launched the grand opening of the Skokie Banquet and Conference Center, part of the Holiday Inn
North Shore (also owned by Lakhani Hospitality). The state-of-the-art facility features 15,000 square feet of banquet space and the North Shore’s largest ballroom. Notable guests at the opening included Illinois Governor Rod
Blagojevich. Lakhani-Gilani presented District 219 Superintendent Neil Codell (at left) with a $5,000 check for the
Education Foundation for Excellence.
Marc Silverman (N ‘89), is half of the ESPN sports radio duo “Silvy and Carmen” on ESPN Radio (AM 1000).
Silverman began his career in sports radio at WGN where he was hired as one of the youngest “on-air” employees in
the station’s history. He was hired at ESPN 1000 in 1998 and is one of the original “Final Four” employees and has
seen the station become an established leader in sports radio in Chicagoland. In spring 2007, he was presented with
the Niles North Distinguished Alumni Award. Silverman has emceed the Niles North Athletic Booster Club’s “February Frenzy” for the last three years and has helped to raise over $30,000 in support of Viking Athletics.
Bill Mitz (W ‘72), Stevenson High School’s football coach, was nominated for the 2007 NFL High School Football Coach of the Year Award. Former Stevenson High School graduate, Drew Mormino of the Miami Dolphins
nominated Mitz for his outstanding football coaching performance and dedication. This award is sponsored by NFL
Commmissioner Rodger Goodell and NFL Players Association Director Gene Upshaw.
Mitz played for Mike Basrak on Niles West’s only undefeated football team. He has coached at Stevenson since
1983, making the play-offs every year since 1989 (19 straight) and played for the State Championship in 2002.
Other honors include admission to the Lake County Hall of Fame and the Illinois Football Coaches Hall of Fame,
and the Chicago Bears Coach of the week. Though he graduated in 1972, Mitz says, “I will always be an Indian in
my heart.”

Send us
your news
Our schools’ purpose is to ensure a
student-focused learning environment where every student succeeds.
And as our alumni succeed, we
would like to know about that too
(From left) Niles North social studies teacher Pankaj Sharma (N’97), Niles North Distinguished Alumni Award Winner David Walton (N’94)
and Niles West science teacher Jessica Fliman. Sharma and Fliman sponsored this year’s Dance Marathon, which raised approximately
$70,000 for Partners in Health.
Continued from page one

— and possibly inform your former
classmates in an upcoming newsletter. Tell us about your job promo-

“There’s nothing I’d rather be doing with my life,” Walton said. “Absolutely nothing.”
In recognition of his life-saving contributions, Walton received Niles North High School’s
Distinguished Alumni Award for 2008, making him the youngest-ever recipient of the honor.
Walton’s medical research in the areas of infectious diseases, particularly AIDS and tuberculosis, has garnered high recognition in his field, but it is his personal dedication to the most
vulnerable patients and his passion for social justice that has brought him the admiration of
such people as Paul Farmer, a founder of Partners in Health and subject of “Mountains Beyond Mountains,” written by Pulitzer prize-winning author Tracy Kidder. Farmer has called
Walton “one in a thousand” for his “persistence and humility,” according to a Chicago Tribune article that ran in June 2007.
“I am not surprised in the least to see where David is at today,” says science teacher Jacki
Naughton, who had him in her Honors Biology class when he was a freshman. “He was a
genteel, mature, responsible young man. He was passionate, even then, about becoming a
physician. David’s path was not always easy. He came from a single-parent home and was
one of a very few black students at a time when the school was much less diverse than today.
I know that should not matter, but in the real world it does,” Naughton says. “He always
handled himself with such dignity, maturity and grace — and transcended all of the trivial
things that bog so many people down day to day. So it’s not surprising — but it is very gratifying to see David making such a positive difference in so many people’s lives.”
To learn more about Partners in Health, visit www.pih.org.

tion, the milestone you celebrated
or the reunion you are planning. If
you have news you would like to
share, please send an email to Rosamin Bhanpuri, Community Relations
assistant, at rosbha@niles219.org.

Ambassadors
Wanted

If you are in touch with many of your
schoolmates and know what everyone
is up to, you would make an ideal class
ambassador. Ambassadors are the main
points of contact between the schools
and their classmates. Email your interest to Rosamin Bhanpuri at rosbha@
niles219.org.
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Board of Directors/Staff
Jeff Burman, Chair
Richard Reeder, Vice Chair
Matthew Robins, Secretary
Jordan Kagan, Treasurer
Alyse Burman, Director
Ken Clinkman, Director
Neil Codell, Director
Jim Rashid, Director
Robert Silverman, Director
Jim Szczepaniak, Staff
Rosamin Bhanpuri, Staff

Save the Date!

Questions or comments about this publication? Call
Director of Community Relations, Jim Szczepaniak, at
(847) 626-3958 or email him at jimszc@niles219.org.

Upcoming Class Reunions....
		

East					

West							

North

1958

July 19, 2008
Marriott Lincolnshire Resort
Contact: niles58@gmail.com
		
		

Niles West 50th Anniversary All Class Reunion		
October 4, 2008
Holiday Inn North Shore, Skokie
Contact: Rosamin Bhanpuri at 847-626-3959
www.219foundation.org

1966		
		
		
		

August 16, 2008
Maggiano’s in Skokie
Contact: Sue (Tobiansky) Masaracchia-Roberts at
at suemas@comcast.net									

1968		
		
		

June 14, 2008
Maggiano’s in Skokie
Contact: reunionsltd@aol.com or 847-259-1130

1977		
		
		
		

July 26, 2008
Renaissance North Shore
Contact: Sentimental Journey at 847-657-3639
or 847-329-0111

1978

July 19, 2008
August 2, 20008
Pinstripes in Northbrook
TBD
Contact: Nileseast78reunion
Contact: reunionsltd@aol.com or at 847-259-1130
@comcast.net		

1993		
		
		
		

July 12, 2008
Cubby Bear in Lincolnshire
Contact: Sentimental Journey at 847-657-3639
or 847-329-0111

1998			
			
			
			

October 11, 2008
Hyatt Deerfield
Contact: Reunion Team at 888-409-TEAM

August 2, 2008
Tommy Nevin’s Pub, Evanston
Contact: Sentimental Journey at 847657-3639 or 847-329-0111
July 12, 2008
Cubby Bear in Lincolnshire
Contact Sentimental Journey at 847-657-3639
or 847-329-0111
November 28, 2008
Sluggers at 3450 N. Clark, Chicago
Contact: Matthew Robins at NilesNorth98@
gmail.com

If you are organizing a reunion, please send the details to Rosamin Bhanpuri, Community Relations, at 847-626-3959 or rosbha@niles219.org.

Seen
and
Heard
4

Robert Silverman (E‘78), is the District 219 School
Board President. He accepted the Kennedy Center
award for arts education on behalf of the Niles Township High Schools at the National School Boards Association Conference in San Francisco, CA in April 2007.
Only one school district in the nation wins the annual
award.
Emily Morrissey (N’07) was the national winner of
Wachovia’s Gimme Five Scholarship Sweepstakes.
This special scholarship program provides winning
seniors a $5,000 scholarship to be used for college
and also a $5,000 grant to their high school to support
educational programs. Emily attends the University of
Illinois.
Cellist Jessie Reagen (W’97) will join Mark Wood
(Emmy Award-winning composer and performer and a

founding member of the Trans-Siberian Orchestra) this
summer when they tour with Billy Joel at Shea Stadium.
You can also check out Jessie on the Gossip Girl television show. She plays a cellist in a string quartet. She will
also appear on the Josh Groban/Idina Menzel special to
be airing soon on PBS.
Steven Koek (W’81) was promoted to Web and Multimedia Manager of the Phoenix Suns website. He won a
Rocky Mountain Emmy Award for a video he produced,
videographed and edited. Suns.com is also an awardwinning web site, having won top NBA site from the
league itself and Sports Business Journal in recent years.
Shari Meggs (N’04) was awarded a fellowship through
the U.S. Student Fulbright Program. Already fluent in
German and Spanish, Meggs will learn a new language
-- Chinese -- when she teaches the English language to
students in Hong Kong in 2008-09.

