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Niles East and West Class of ‘62 Contributes $5,000 to the Foundation

From left: Niles West student Maria Pfaffinger, Barbara Dorfmann (E‘62), Niles West student Charlotte Collins, Niles North student
Steffie Drucker, Mike Kiss (E’62), Betsy Katz (W‘62)

Organizers of the 50th reunion of the 1962 graduating classes of Niles East and Niles West presented the District
219 Education Foundation with a $5,000 check at the November meeting.
“As the first graduating class of Niles West High School and the newly renamed Niles East High School, the 900+
students who benefited from an excellent secondary education in a growing and supportive community, acknowledge with gratitude our deep respect for the faculty and administration that served us so well,” said Michael Kiss
(E’62), treasurer of the committee. “We also feel very fortunate to be able to support the work of the Foundation
in its effort to maintain the highest quality education for all deserving students.”
- continued on page 8 -
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FOUNDATION UPDATE

A Note from the 219 Foundation Chair
Greetings, fellow District 219 Alumni!
My name is Matthew Robins, and
I’ve been a proud
member of the
District 219 Education Foundation
for the past seven
years. Recently, I
was named by my
fellow board members as the Board Chair, and I could
not be more honored to continue our
great efforts and lead a wonderful
group of students, teachers, alumni,
community volunteers and school
staff into 2013. As a graduate of Niles
North (‘98), and the son of a Niles
North and a Niles East graduate, I’m
proud to continue to be a part of the
District 219 family. I feel honored to
help provide current students the
same great opportunities and experiences that I was able to enjoy during
my years in the classroom.
With a degree in Finance from the
University of Colorado at Boulder, I
currently reside in Chicago and work
in public relations and event planning.
I believe that by working together we
can build a lasting foundation that can
benefit the lives of students in the immediate future and for years to come.
It’s my pleasure to invite you to join
us at any of our public meetings,
which take place at 7 p.m. on the 2nd
Tuesday of every month at the District
219 administration office, 7700 Gross
Point Road in Skokie. I encourage you
to come to one of these meetings if
you are curious about what we do
or if you would like to get involved.
We are always looking for dedicated
people who would like to contribute
to the rich tradition of District 219, so
that new generations of students can
reap the benefits that helped us get to
where we are today.

If you can’t make it to one of
our meetings but would like to
volunteer or support our work
by making a donation to help
students in need, please call 847626-3957 or mail@219foundation.
org. Or visit our website at
www.219foundation.org. Thanks
for your support!

Matthew Robins
Board Chair
District 219 Education Foundation
Thank you for your support. All gifts
are tax-deductible, as allowed by
the law. The District 219 Education
Foundation for Excellence is a 501(c)
(3) organization.

Since 2007, the

Foundation has
granted over

$135,000 to D219
students in need
Would you like to help change
the lives of D219 students?
The Foundation is looking for
alumni to serve on the Board
of Directors. Bring your ideas
to a meeting, talk with the
Directors, and get involved.
Meetings are held the 2nd
Tuesday of every month at the
D219 Administrative Offices,
7700 Gross Point Road, Skokie.

The Epic Pizza Battle Continues on January 17, 2013

Join us as local pizzerias battle for the title of Best Pizza in the D219 Universe.
This popular pizza-tasting competition is back for the third year, and proceeds
benefit the D219 Education Foundation.
Participating pizzerias include: de Carlucci’s, Edwardo’s, Father & Son Italian
Kitchen, Gulliver’s, Jet’s Pizza, Lou Malnati’s, Nancy’s, Organic Life, Papa John’s,
Pequod’s, Sarpino’s and Village Inn. The event will be held at Niles West from
6 to 9 p.m. on Thursday, January 17. The pizza tasting ends at 7:15 p.m. and
the winner is crowned at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10/person, 5 for $40 and $12
at the door.
Purchase tickets at 219foundation.org or call 847-626-3957.
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update: NILES EAST
The District 219 Education Foundation continues to work with the Skokie Historical Society and
Oakton Community College on plans to install a collection of Niles East memorabilia at the Skokie
Campus of Oakton Community College. The college stands on the site of the former school on Lincoln Avenue.
A number of Niles East alumni donated trophies, plaques and other items for a permanent display,
and their memorabilia will be displayed in a special area Oakton Community College has set aside
for the Niles East Hall of Memories. The D219 Education Foundation had planned to hold a fundraising event spotlighting the Niles East display in September 2012, but the event was cancelled due to
low ticket sales.
“We are grateful to those alumni who donated their Niles East memorabilia and would like them to know that we plan
to have an appropriate showcase for their keepsakes,” said Foundation Chair Matthew Robins.
Once plans are finalized, details will be announced in an upcoming alumni newsletter and on the Foundation website.

Foundation Supports “First-Gen”
Student College Trip

P 2013 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI P

For the fourth year in a row, the District 219 Education Foundation sponsored a Spring Break bus trip for “first generation”
students, those who are the first in their family to attend college.

Send nominations for our Distinguished
Alumni Award

The Foundation provided funding for two coach buses to visit
Northern Illinois University and North Central College during
Spring Break 2012. Eighty students and seven chaperones from
Niles North and Niles West participated. Of those on the trip,
55% were “first gen” and 67% had never been on a college
campus until that day. In a follow-up survey, all 80 students
recommended the trip to others and said the experience
would assist them in the college search process.

Niles North and Niles West are seeking nominations
for their Distinguished Alumnus awards. Nominations
shall include supporting documentation about the
nominees such as achievements in their field,
significant contributions to their community, and their
association with Niles North or Niles West. Award
recipients must attend the ceremony for their
respective school.

Oshayne Brown (N’12), who is now a
freshman at North Central College stated,
“The bus trip really changed my opinion as
to which college was best for me. I recommend the trip to help students discover the
best college fit for them.”
Zeeshan Jiva (N’12), who
attends Oakton Community College and plans
to transfer to Northern Illinois University, said,
“The campus visit program provided a great
opportunity to experience college life for a day
at two unique college campuses.”
D219 National College Advisor, Jerry Pope, who has been on all
of the bus trips said, “I can’t emphasize enough that the support from the District 219 Education Foundation is making
a difference in the lives of our students.”
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The Niles North 47th Awards of Distinction
will be held on May 14, 2013.
The Niles West Accolades Ceremony
will take place on May 15, 2013.

Apply online at www.219foundation.org
Niles North nominations are due January 31.
Niles West nominations are due February 28.

Winter 2013
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Niles North/East Coach Honored
for Contributions
This fall, Seymour Rifkind (E’69) was inducted into the Niles North Coaches Wall
of Honor held at Chuck Pos Stadium. While at Niles East and Niles North from
1974 to 1984, Rifkind coached two state champions, 21 state finalists, eight team
Conference championships, as well as All-American teams in 1981, 1982 and
1984.
Today, Rifkind is an executive, lecturer, author, and a peak performance expert.
He mentors entrepreneurs and athletes on realizing one’s full potential. The
lessons started when he was a student at Niles East, and where he learned from
Head Gymnastics Coach Tom Sokalski, “More than anything else, it’s got to be
fun. You’ve got to love what you’re doing and be passionate about it.”
From his father, Rifkind learned to be persistent, to never give up and to show
integrity in everything that you do.
Rifkind, who was a state all-around champion while a student at Niles East,
shared his secret to getting athletes to give it their all. He said, “Every single
kid is different and you need to get to know each one. You need to know what
their dreams are. Put together a program that’s going to help them achieve their
goals...You’ve really got magic when the kids and the coach are all on the same
page...they’re 100 percent willing to do whatever is necessary and the coach is
behind them 100 percent.”
As a peak performance expert, Rifkind believes that there are limits to what the
human body can achieve, but the limits are “so much higher than what 99.9 % of
people believe. That’s actually been the passion of my life,” said Rifkind.
It takes passion and belief to participate in the Badwater Solo Ultramarathon, a
135-mile race through Death Valley, which Rifkind ran in 2008. He had done training for the Ironman Triathlon, and won his age group to qualify in Hawaii, but was
he ready for what runners called the toughest footrace in the world?
He participated in the brutal race because he wanted to see if he could complete
the race, as well as to raise money for charity. The process was turned into a documentary called 135 Days to Badwater. Rifkind was attempting to raise $135,000
for charity, with only 135 days of training for the 135-mile race. His theories on
human potential were put to the test as he battled dehydration, vomiting and
other problems in the 125 degree heat.
Rifkind’s next accomplishment is less physical. He
is working on a follow-up to his book 21st Century
Samurai: The Secret Path to Success and Fulfillment.
In his new book, he interviews 50 Olympic champions to discover the factors that helped them reach
success.
Left: Rifkind being honored at Coaches Wall of
Honor event.
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Brothers’ Company
Helps Teachers
Communicate with
Families
As a student, you may remember constantly getting reminders from teachers and parents about homework
assignments and other to-do items.
In today’s increasingly sophisticated
digital society, electronic methods of
communication are often preferred to
face-to-face communication.
Imagine your child getting a text
message from her teacher reminding her about the research paper
that’s due next week, or, you, as a
parent, getting a text from your son’s
teacher about his exceptional class
participation. That’s the idea behind
Remind101. Remind101 was created by brothers Brett (W’05) and
David (W’03) Kopf, who founded the
Silicon Valley company as a safe way
for teachers to text message their
students and to keep in touch with
parents. Students and parents can
text or send an email to sign up for
the free service. Teachers will not
see students’ phone numbers and
students will not see theirs.
Brett got the idea for Remind101
while a student at Michigan State University when he struggled with assignments and managing his workload.
“I was just overwhelmed with it,” he
said. “I always had my cellphone with
me and I thought it would be cool to
receive alerts about assignments,” he
said, and that was the “A-ha” moment
behind Remind101.
Remind101 is more than a technologically advanced way for teachers
to remind students. Brett said, “They
primarily use it for communication
with students and parents, but what
we found interesting is that they use
it a lot for motivation, telling their
students ‘I’m really proud of you’
or ‘Great job on your assignment in
class.’”

- continued on page 5 -

Donations & Tributes
Thank you to the following individuals and groups for their generous contributions to the District 219 Education Foundation (June
2012 to present). Donations help financially needy students improve their academic performance.
Ann Alegnani
Robert Alpern (W’85)
Rosamin Bhanpuri
Vanessa Brechling
Mary Pat Carr
Kevin Crowe
Phyllis Ellin (W’79)
Ian Faloona (W’86)
Joseph Feng (N’65)
Edward Forkos (E’63)
Bill Gabriel (W’74)
Lynne Goodman (W’74)
Charles Graessle (W’66)
Marc Javanshad (W’04)
Helene Kanter (W’78)
Joe Kaplan

Marcy Schlocker Klayman (N’70)
Jason Kuruvilla
Lawrence Layfer (W’68)
Dorothea Lattyak (N’65)
Jeannette Oehring
Elizabeth Oleson
Stephanie Pritzker (W’88)
Robert Sayles (E’58)
Scariano, Himes & Petrarca
Pramod Shah
Barbara Smith (E’59)
Judith & Seth Snyder
Roger Stein
Brad Wilson
Dr. Alan Zunamon (W’75)

Dance Marathon

Trustees of Niles Township

The James H & Esther E
Kettleborough
Revocable Living Trust

Niles East and Niles West Class
of 1962 Reunion

Contributions donated during
student registration at Niles North
& Niles West
Niles North Athletic Department
Niles West Principal’s Dinner
Raffle

- from page 4 More than 200,000 teachers, parents
and students across the country and
in Canada use the service. The Kopfs
started Remind101 over a year ago
and growth has exploded, primarily
through word of mouth. “I think it’s
because we made the product so
simple, so they can sign up in just a
few minutes,” said Brett.
Remind101 is a free service with
the main focus on creating a quality product. In the future they will
examine revenue models and finding
a way to create value-added features
which subscribers will pay for. Brett
stressed, “We’re never going to
charge teachers for it.”
It’s apparent that the Kopfs want
to help facilitate communication
between teachers and their students.
When asked about which teachers
affected them as students, David
immediately said, “Number one,
no questions asked: Coach (Mark)
Egofske. He’s had a bigger impact on
me than any other teacher that I’ve
ever had. He instilled in us this work
ethic and this mentality that you just
have to find a way to get things done.
Even if it seems insurmountable, or
it seems like you just can’t do it, you
just have to find a way.”
5

Brett Kopf (left) and David Kopf (right),
Niles West alumni and creators of
Remind101.

Brett said, “For me, it was Ms.
(Denise) Whitefield. She was the
reason I graduated from high school
and was able to get through college.
It’s because of her that I’m in the
position I’m in right now.”

Henry (Hank) Lerner (W’66)
donation in memory of
Mitchell Alec Lerner (W’68)
Niles North and West staff
donations during fall
membership drive

Send your story
ideas or submissions
for Seen and Heard
to Karyn Malench,
karmal@d219.org or
by using your smart
phone.
Niles East merchandise is still available. Niles East T-shirts and adjustable caps are perfect for showing
off Trojan pride. T-shirts are unisex
sizes in M, L, XL, XXL. Each item
is priced at $18. Order online at
http://www.219foundation.org.

Niles North Athletic Booster Club (ABC) is a not-for-profit, all volunteer,
parent organization that raises funds for the 24 athletic teams, individual athletes, and the athletic fitness programs at Niles North. On February 23, 2013,
the Niles North ABC will host the 9th annual February Frenzy dinner and
fundraiser at Maggiano’s Little Italy in Old Orchard. Last year the event raised
over $20,000! For further information on how your business can support the
Niles North Athletic Booster Club, please contact Kathy Wicks at kathywithak66@comcast.net.
The Niles West Athletic Boosters are hosting a fundraising event on Saturday, February 9, 2013 in the Niles West Contest Gym. Watch seven wrestling
matches, including three championship matches. The opening is a Battle
Royal with 15 wrestlers in the ring at one time. Doors open at 6 p.m. and the
first match is at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children. Ringside
seats are $15. A Family Pass is $35. For more information, contact the Niles
West athletics department at (847) 626-2803. Proceeds benefit Niles West
athletes and athletic programs.
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Reunion

Roundup

The Niles East Class of 1952 held a very successful 60th reunion at Indian Lakes Resort,
with 37 classmates in attendance. Talk is already getting started for the 65th Reunion.
According to reunion organizer Carol Strand, the class of 1962 has had a great many reunions and several picnics and just continues to enjoy relationships made during those
four special years.
Ron Korsan of the Niles East Class of 1957 shared this information: “1957 produced its
share of wild and crazy teenagers and some 60 strong returned to Skokie to celebrate
their 55th Roundup in late August. Each passing year creates better stories from the
past. Some say there’s even a little bit of truth left in them. At any rate, we have so
much fun that we’re planning “Roundups” not once every ten, or five years, but EVERY
year. As a matter of fact, we are already finalizing plans for November 2013 when we
will invade San Antonio where we will likely retake the Alamo.”
The Niles West Class of 1962 attended a tour of the building conducted by Principal
Kaine Osburn. Greg Johnson said, “As our guide, we couldn’t have asked for a better
one. Your knowledge of the school...led to a very informative Q&A throughout the tour.
It certainly gave me, Class of 1962, a very good understanding of the changes, and a
great appreciation for the work you, teachers and staff do.”

Upcoming Reunions
Class of 1963 50th Reunion
Niles East and Niles West will hold a 50th reunion on August 23-24, 2013 at the Lincolnshire Marriott. More information at www.
nilehi63.com. Register by January 16, 2013 to
receive a discount.
Niles East Class of 1973 Reunion
The 40 year reunion will be held on Saturday, July 6, 2013 at Mission Hills Country
Club in Northbrook, IL. Search for the event
on Facebook: www.facebook.com/#!/
groups/120732178573/
Niles West Class of 1973 Reunion
The 20-year reunion will be held October
5, 2013 at the Allgauer’s Hilton. Contact
SMAK10901@aol.com for details.

The Niles North Class of 1967 held its 45th reunion over Homecoming weekend,
September 21 - 22. The alumni cheered on the Vikings, took a tour of the school, then
celebrated at Lou Malnati’s in Buffalo Grove, IL.

Niles West Class of 1983
Please send your names, emails, and
any information about yourself and your
classmates to Wendy Smason-Silverman at
nileswestclass83@gmail.com. A reunion is
being planned for 2013.

The Niles North Class of 1972 held its 40th reunion on October 6 at Dave’s Italian
Kitchen in Evanston, which first opened for business in 1972. Approximately 45 classmates attended. The group went on a tour of the school on Sunday, and were amazed at
the changes and the modern technology available as teaching tools. The Class of 1972
made a donation to the school to benefit the participants in the “Model U.N.” program.
Mark Stein, reunion organizer, said, “With over 80 different languages spoken at home
by current students, this seemed an appropriate gift.”

Class of 1993 Summer Whites Party
Niles North and Niles West, join your classmates from 1993 on Saturday, July 13, 2013
at Market Bar Chicago. Wear dressy casual
whites and accessorize with purple or red.
Purchase tickets at www.wantickets.com/
niles93 or: www.facebookcom/
20thReunionNilesWestNilesNorthClassof1993

The Niles North Class of 1977 held its 35th Reunion on Saturday, July 21, 2012. This fun
afternoon included a tour of the building, delicious food, lots of time for reconnecting
and good memories. Retired math teacher George Pryjma was present and that was an
extra bonus to the afternoon. Classmates continued catching up with everyone at The
Rooftop at Wilde & Greene, for long into the evening. The majority of classmates who
attended were from the Chicago metro area, but there were attendees from Arizona,
California, Colorado, Florida, Missouri, and even Latvia. The group made a donation to
the Niles North High School Principal’s Discretionary fund, which supports student activities, groups or organizations and other student related needs within the school. The
Class of 1977 Reunion Committee was Lisa Shinitzsky, Michelle True and John Tobias.
To find out more, go to www.nilesnorth1977.org.

Niles West Class of 1993
The 20-year reunion will be held on June 15,
2013 at Deuces & the Diamond Club. Go to:
officialtwentiethnileswestreunion.eventbrite.com

The Niles North Class of 1982 held its 30th reunion on Saturday, November 10 at Viper’s Alley in Lincolnshire, IL. Organizers Brandon Koenig and Jill Kominsky Gelb worked
hard to provide a fantastic evening. Entertainment was provided by King Saturday.

The Niles North Class of 1977 reunites at Niles North.
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Send reunion news
to Rosamin
Bhanpuri at
rosbha@d219.org
or call (847) 6263959. Visit
219foundation.org/
alumni

(Above):The Niles North Class of 1982 at their
reunion at Viper’s Alley in Lincolnshire, IL.
Photo courtesy of Robin Subar Photography.

(Above):The Niles North Class of 1972 on a tour
of the school.

Anna M. Riccio-Miller (E’54) shared that
she is retired and living in Mesa, AZ.
Last summer she met other Class of ‘54
residents living in AZ and had a small
reunion with other classmates, including
Joan Marks-Travis, Susie Puetz, and Ray
Fassbender, among others.
Stevan Alan Baron (E’55) was one of
the first photography majors at the Art
Institute of Chicago and a student of
photographer Minor White. During his
40 years with the Aperture Foundation,
Steve produced some of the world’s
most beautiful photography books and
advanced the technology of both black
and white and color printing. He and wife
Caryl volunteered at National Wildlife
Refuges in Utah and New Mexico. Steve
was an avid runner and cyclist. He passed
away in May 2010.
Dr. Dennis S. Nordin (E’60) published his
sixth book, From Edward Brooke to Barack Obama: African American Political
Success, 1966-2008. Nordin is a retired
Mississippi State University historian living in Starkville, MS and Lund, Sweden.
David Alex (W’64) wrote a play, Adrift,
that ran last summer at the Greenhouse
Theater Center in Chicago, IL.
Deborah Emin (N’67) is the author of the
Scags Series, a four-volume series about
the development of a specific woman
through a process of awakenings. Scags,
the eponymous character of the whole
series, begins her life in Skokie, leaves
after graduating from Niles North and
goes out into the world. Scags at 18,
the second volume is out, and a portion
of the proceeds will be donated to the
Foundation for Women’s Cancer. For
more information, go to: www.sullivanstpress.com.
Dr. Hal S. Pineless (E’72) was elected
President of the Florida Osteopathic
Medical Association (FOMA) during its
109th annual convention held February,
2012 in Weston, FL. Currently he serves
as Clinical Assistant Professor of Neurology at Florida State University College of
Medicine.
Mitchell Waldman (N’75) published a
short story collection, Petty Offenses and
Crimes of the Heart. Find out more at
http://mitchwaldman.homestead.com.
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Seen
and
Heard
Michele Weber Hurwitz (N’77) published
Calli Be Gold, a middle
grade novel (ages
8-12). The book was
named a Best Book
of 2012 by the Bank
Street College of
Education with a star
for outstanding merit.
The story is about
the youngest child
in a family of intense overachievers who
doesn’t possess any particular talent...and
shows her parents there are many different
ways to achieve. Hurwitz has worked as a
newspaper columnist, publicist, and freelance magazine writer.
Julie Cohen-Troum (N’78) graduated the
University of South Florida with a Ph.D. in
music education in 2010 at 50 years of age.
Last summer, Dr. Troum chaired an international symposium in “Music and Motivation” in Frankfurt, Germany. She treasures
her early music training as a flutist in the
Niles North pit orchestra and as a member
of the school orchestra.
Joe Krozel (W’80) has contributed more
than 50 crosswords for the New York Times
since 2006. Five of Joe’s puzzles appeared
in the compilation book, Will Shortz Picks
His Favorite Puzzles. Recently, he devised
a crossword that breaks the record for the
least number of black squares in a daily
puzzle (of size 15 x 15 ). The puzzle set the
record at 17 black squares.
Judy Hsu (W’88), morning news anchor on
WLS-TV, shared her twitter feed.
Follow her at twitter.com/JudyHsuABC7.
Harry Litberg (N’88) of Supreme Lobster
and Seafood Company, was featured on a
segment of Foodies, which ran on NBC 5
Chicago.
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Joe Muszynski (W’96) co-wrote the
movie Peace, Love and Misunderstanding, which starred Jane Fonda.
George Kontos
(W’03) was a relief
pitcher for the 2012
World Series winner,
the San Francisco
Giants. He attended
a recent Niles West
assembly and presented the school with
his team jersey.
Eric Ronning (W‘10) won 2nd place and
a $10,000 prize at the National Collegiate Inventors Competition in Washington, D.C. for his design for a prosthetic
hand that can be created at low cost on
a 3-D printer. Ronning is a mechanical
engineering major in his junior year at
UW-Madison. His design holds great potential to help amputees in developing
countries. He credits his 3-D computerassisted design class at Niles West for
inspiring him.
Shannon Rourke
(N’12) was recently nominated, as
a freshman at St.
Ambrose University in Davenport,
IA, for the prestigious Kennedy
Center Irene Ryan
Acting Scholarship competition, for her
performance as the Marquise Isabelle
de Merteuil in Les Liaisons Dangereuses.
David Kim (N’12) was one of 12 students in the world to receive a perfect
score on the 2012 AP Microeconomics
Exam. Around 70,000-80,000 students
take the exam each year. He currently
attends Northwestern University.
Winter 2013
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- continued from cover The 1,800 graduates of the Class of ‘62 all started out in the fall of
1958 as freshmen at the brand-new Niles West High School, which
was then called Niles Township High School -- West Division. The
West Division served freshmen and sophomores, and juniors and
seniors attended the then 20-year-old school on Lincoln Avenue,
which then came to be known as Niles East. During the 1961-62
school year, for the first time, students were assigned either to
Niles East or Niles West for all four years, based on where they
lived.

District 219 Education Foundation for
Excellence Board
Matthew Robins, Chair (N’98)
Keith Baker, Vice Chair (E’74)
Ken Clinkman, Treasurer
David Putrus (W’97), Secretary
Jeff Burman, Director, (E’74)
Alyse Cohen Burman, Director
Mark Collins, Director
Dr. Nanciann Gatta, Director, D219 Superintendent
William Lee, Director
Robert Silverman, Director (E’78), D219 Board President
Tayyaba Ahmad (W’04), Director & Teacher, Niles West
Ron Dornseif, Director & Teacher, Niles North
Steffie Drucker, Director & Student, Niles North
Ghermawit Berhane, Director & Student, Niles North
Charlotte Collins, Director & Student, Niles West
Maria Pfaffinger, Director & Student, Niles West
Jim Szczepaniak, Staff Liaison
Rosamin Bhanpuri, Staff Liaison
Karyn Malench, Newsletter Layout and Design
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“While we were reminiscing at the reunion, one of the the things
that really stuck with us is how much we interacted with our
teachers, and how much they influenced us,” said Barbara Graff
Dorfman (E‘62), who co-chaired the reunion, along with Peg
McPherson McLean. “It was an exciting time, when all these different people were moving from the city to these new suburbs,
and we all got an excellent education.”
Betsy Shulman Katz (W‘62) organized a Friday tour of Niles West
over the reunion weekend, which was held June 29 to July 1,
2012. She said her former classmates were gratified to see the
learning opportunities today’s students have, such as the state-ofthe-art Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) lab and
the Literacy Center.
The reunion committee restricted its class gift to providing needed
academic supplies and high-school related expenses for Niles West
students from low-income families.
“We are thrilled to make a contribution to help even the playing
field so all students have the same chance to learn,” Katz said.
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