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West Alum Fienberg 
‘Plays the 
(Hollywood) Game’

W e l c o m e  B a c k

      D219 Education Foundation for Excellence

District 219 Education Foundation for Excellence
c/o 7700 Gross Point Road
Skokie, Illinois  60077
www.219foundation.org

Welcome Back Newsletter

alumni coming Back!

American Heritage sponsored a golf hole at the 1st annual District 219 Foundation Golf Outing. The District 219 Education Foundation 
is seeking sponsors for this year’s outing on June 21.

“Don’t think that writing for the 
school newspaper isn’t impor-
tant,” Marc Fienberg (W, ’88) 
told an audience of Niles West 
students that included the staff 
of the West Word newspaper.  
Fienberg said it was through his 
experience as a reporter and then 
editor-in-chief of the student 
newspaper that he discovered his 

aptitude and passion for writing.

Fienberg came back to his alma mater during his 
Thanksgiving break to recount how he became the 
writer, producer and director of “Play the Game,” 
an independent film starring Andy Griffith, Doris 
Roberts (of “Everybody Loves Raymond”) and Liz 
Sheridan (“Seinfeld”). The movie, which hit theaters 
last fall, did brisk business for an “indie” film. The 
story, about a 20-something ladies’ man who teaches 
his widowed grandfather (played by Griffith) how 
to get back into the dating game, is loosely based 
on Fienberg’s experiences with his own grandfather.  
Fienberg thought the idea might make a unique film 
concept, since Hollywood seldom tackles the issue of 
older people and romantic relationships.

He developed the idea while earning his MBA from 
Northwestern’s Kellogg School of Management.  
After graduating in 1995, he took some time to travel 
around the world, taking freelance writing assign-
ments to support himself, then returned to the U.S. 
Fienberg held a number of different corporate mar-
keting jobs, but did not find the work as fulfilling as 
his writing.

It took some 12 years, but Fienberg finished the 
script for “Play the Game.” Now married and with a 
little girl, Fienberg had a serious discussion with his 
wife, Niles North graduate Eva Gordon (’89). They 
decided to make a leap of faith, and to move out to 
California to see if they could get their movie made.

Fienberg said people often ask him the secret to 
making a movie.  The answer, he said, is “persever-
ance and persistence,” both in the writing and in the 
financing.  Fienberg relied on some of the business 
skills he learned at Kellogg to convince investors, 
including some fellow Kellogg alumni, to fund the 
production.  He knew a case could be made that there 
was a core audience of older and younger folk who 
would come out for his comedic take on the love 
lives of seniors.

The Niles Township High Schools Alumni Newsletter is 
published twice a year by the Community Relations Department. 

Moving? Please send change of address to nilestwpalumni@gmail.com

District 219 Education Foundation for Excellence

Eva Shiu (N’06) second from left, studied abroad in Senegal, selecting the country in order to put her French knowledge to work (Senegal is a Francophone country).

She stayed with a host family in Dakara and interned at a rural health clinic in the village of Toubacouta for six weeks, observing and aiding with malaria tests.

Continued on page two

Providing for District 219 students in need — A Grant Update

The District 219 Education Foundation provided $13,824 in grants over the past eight months. Awards 
include:

27 refurbished computers provided to students who cannot afford computer technology at home.• 
40 graphing calculators for students who cannot pay for their own.• 
Scholarships granted for two Niles Central graduates to begin college.• 
Academic fees such as Advanced Placement tests, test fees, transcript fees and college applications • 
fees paid for students at Niles North, Niles West and Niles Central.

Since April 2007, the District 219 Education Foundation has awarded $50,137 to District 219 students 
with financial need.

2nd Annual Golf Outing is June 21
at Highland Park Country Club

Save the date of Monday, June 21, when the District 219 Education Foundation holds its 2nd annual Golf Out-
ing.  The event begins at 12:30 p.m. at the Highland Park Country Club, 1201 Park Avenue West, in Highland 
Park.

“Although we experienced a little rain last year, over 90 golfers set out for the shotgun start.  Every golfer was 
a winner, walking away with a bag full of goodies and we gave out more than 60 raffle prizes,” said Alyse 
Burman, District 219 Education Foundation Director and Golf Outing Chair.  “The only thing that would make 
this year’s outing even more outstanding is the participation of more alumni, so we’re encouraging graduates 
of Niles East, Niles West, Niles North and Niles Central to come out and join us for a great day of golf and 
fun.”   

“The first golf outing was exceptional, well organized, and with so many gifts…I was very impressed,” said 
participant Allison Getz.   

“I’m there next year, hands down,” said Billy Lee, a Niles West parent who volunteered to work at last year’s 
outing and subsequently joined the foundation as a director. 

“Last year’s golf outing was a great success, thanks to all the support we got from our corporate sponsors,” 
Burman said. “We’re actively looking for companies and businesses to help underwrite this event so we can 
generate a nice return to help the increasing number of students whose families face financial hardship.”

Profits from the event will go directly to help students pay for academic-related needs that are not provided by 
District 219’s regular operating budget. Please visit www.219foundation.org to sign up for the 2nd annual golf 
outing. 



The 2nd annual District 219
Education Foundation Golf 
Outing is Monday, June 21

Enjoy a beautiful day of golf with friends, alumni 
and colleagues. If you are not a golfer, join us for 

cocktails and dinner. Net proceeds from this fund-
raiser will benefit the students of District 219. 

Reservations must be received by June 7: availability on 
a first-come, first served basis. No refunds will be given 

after June 7. If you have any questions, please call 
Traci at 847-533-2972. 
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Alumni Around the World

Continued from page one

Anna Dikina (N’07), at work in the 
research lab at Institut Curie, Paris, 
France. 

Students study foreign languages for many reasons, one 
of them being that fluency in another language will open 
avenues of opportunities in other countries. The following 
recent graduates found that their knowledge of French was 
beneficial in pursuing areas of interest.

Boris Nanazashvili (N’06) had been taking French for 
several years before he moved to the United States at the 
age of 15. While a student at Niles North, he continued his 
French studies, and enrolled at Georgetown University. He 
spent five months in Lyon, France. Nanazashvili is ma-
joring in Finance and hopes to continue with French. He 
said that the study abroad program vastly helped with his 
language aptitude. He also commented, “I was fortunate to 
have a great teacher like Madame Walvoord throughout all 
of my years at high school.”

Julia Latovin (N’06) is enrolled at DePaul University, 
double majoring in Accounting and Finance and minor-
ing in French. She traveled to Belgium as part of a study 
abroad program and was selected to serve as an assistant to 
a delegate in the European Parliament thanks to her fluency 
in French. Latovin said, “I 
found my French speak-
ing skills to be incredibly 
advantageous, especially 
when seeing how limited 
many of the other non-
French speaking interns 
were in their interaction 
with other Parliamentary 
members.”

Anna Dikina (N’07) par-
ticipated in an internship 
abroad program through 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology International 

PACKAGE PRICES

PACKAGE INCLUDES: Golf, Cart, Box Lunch, BBQ 
Dinner and more! $150 per person or $550 for 
foursome.

Make checks payable to: 
District 219 Education Foundation, Attn: Rosa-
min, 7700 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL  60077. 
Or pay at  www.219foundation.org. Find us 
on Facebook under “2nd Annual District 219 
Education Foundation Golf Outing @Highland 
Park Country Club.” 

If you are interested in sponsorship or donat-
ing prizes, please contact Traci at 847-533-2972 
or mail@219foundation.org. Sponsor a hole 
for $100. Sponsorship includes advertising          
signage.

MONDAY, JUNE 21

Highland Park Country Club, 
1201 Park Avenue West

Highland Park, IL  60035

EVENT HELD RAIN OR SHINE

12:30 p.m.  Check-in & Box Lunch
  1:00 p.m.  Shotgun start
  6:00 p.m.  Networking
  6:30 p.m.  BBQ Dinner

Thanks, Niles West and 
Niles East Class of 1963
In 1993, the combined classes of Niles East and Niles West 
held their 30th reunion. There was approximately $1,600 
remaining from the reunion and the funds were deposited in 
an interest-bearing account. The classes of Niles West and 
Niles East recently donated the balance of $2,690 to the Dis-
trict 219 Education Foundation to benefit students. Thank 
you, alumni! 

Alumni Directories
Watch your mail in the coming months for a 
postcard from Harris Connect. District 219 
has contracted with the company to print 
alumni directories for all of our schools. 
This is the first time that Niles East and 

Niles West alums have thdirec

Celebrating 20 Years 
of Vocal Jazz
Were you a member of the Niles North choirs or vocal 
jazz group “Take One”? If so, Daniel Gregerman, Niles 
North Choir Director would like to welcome you back to 
school to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the vocal jazz 
program. On May 28, 2011 there will be a special con-
cert to commemorate this anniversary. One concert will 
feature alumni performances and another concert will 
be a special benefit concert to raise money for the choir 
program. If you would like to take part in these special 
events, please contact Dan Gregerman at (847) 626-2115 
or e-mail him at dangre@niles219.org.

Science and Technology Initiatives (MISTI). 
With her major in chemical/biological engineer-
ing, she was set up at Institut Curie in Paris to 
conduct cancer research. Dikina engineered a 
DNA insert that produced only one type of pro-
tein (crucial in the tumor suppressor pathway). 
The genetically-engineered DNA will be inserted 
into mouse stem cells. 

Eva Shiu (N’06) will graduate from the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign this spring 
with a major in International Studies and a minor 
in French. She said, “I have been blessed with 
the opportunities to travel abroad, and I love it 
because it goes hand-in-hand with my major, 
even if not all of the opportunities pertain to 
French.” Shiu’s summer after freshman year she 
volunteered in Costa Rica at a free health clinic 
in Alajuelita. After junior year, she studied in 
Senegal (the national language is French). She 
interned at a rural health clinic in Toubacouta 
where she lived like one of the villagers. She has 
also volunteered in Kyrgyzstan and Peru and has 
plans to work abroad in the future.

Debra Sue Goodman 
(N’80) has met many 
unusual men through-
out the years and been 
on so many uncom-
mon dates that she has 
been called a relation-
ship guru. She’s turned 
her romantic misad-

ventures into fodder for a thriving career—she is 
the author of two humorous relationship books, 
Still Single and Still Dating, in addition to being a 
performer and comedian. She has made numerous 
radio and television appearances and has been 
profiled in many print publications. Goodman 
took time recently to muse about the people she 
has met, as well as the circumstances that set her 
on to the path to remain single.

From an early age, Goodman wrote poems 
about events and circumstances that touched her. 
Throughout her 20s she added her take on bi-
zarre dates and eventually she had enough notes 
that she thought it would make for an interesting 
book. During a stroll through the local book-
store, she asked how to get a book published 
and was given the name of a publisher. That led 
to the publication of Still Single in 2001. While 
making appearances in support of her book, she 
would tell stories and read from her book, which 
left audiences in stitches, wanting more. A talent 
scout from a comedy club happened to be in the 
audience at one of her book signings and told her 
she should become a comedian. That led to ap-
pearances at theaters and comedy clubs through-
out Chicagoland. With so much material gleaned 
from hapless suitors and situations, Goodman 
published Still Dating in 2007.

Goodman is vivacious and laughs frequently. 
One can see why she would be approached by 
total strangers and why they might be drawn to 
her. She recounted an experience that appears 
in her book. “I was standing in line at my local 
post office, just standing in line minding my own 
business, and there was a fella in front of me who 
started to tell me his whole life. He said, ‘With 
a face like yours, I feel I can tell you anything. 
I am going to tell you everything. I lost my last 
four jobs. Yes, they fired me. I’m mailing out 
six resumes and my car was repossessed but I’d 
like to take you out on a date. For a walk.’ I said, 
“A walk? I don’t do things like that on the first 
date.’”

Goodman related another situation in which her 
date sat at the table, drinking water and eating 
crackers. He looked at her with a very serious 
expression and said, ‘I have to tell you something 
before we eat.’ Concerned, she asked what was 
wrong and he said, “I just want to tell you that I 
don’t use silverware, so don’t be alarmed.’ She 
said, “I didn’t know what was going on until he 
ordered spaghetti and started eating with his fin-
gers. That was a messy date. At the end he said, 
‘What would you like for dessert?’ and I replied, 
‘Anything but ice cream.’”

The funny thing is, her dates seem to enjoy her 
telling tales about them. She is approached by 
men at her comedy shows that beg to be featured 
in her next book, although she hinted that future 
projects may be in a more serious vein. 

So how does an attractive, funny and interesting 
woman remain single? Goodman says that she ac-
tually was married once. She said, “It was a short 
marriage. I fell in love and found out later, after I 
got married, that I was married to a stranger.”

She said she tried Internet dating, but became 
frustrated with people who would post their 
high school pictures. Goodman, who says, “I’m 
a simple person, a simple sandwich makes me 
happy,” finds that she always meets nice people at 
her comedy shows.

Catch Debbie at an upcoming show on Friday, 
June 4 at the Heartland Cafe in Rogers Park, 
Chicago.

Visit her website at www.stillsingle.org. 

Debbie Sue is 
Still Single

Fienberg’s ‘Game’

Eva Shiu (N’06), with village kids in Toubacouta, 
Senegal. 

He said he also “relied on the incredible support and 
persistence of my wife and of my parents,” Lynn and Ross 
Fienberg of Lincolnwood.  His family deployed like a 
special tactics viral marketing team, publicizing the movie 
among friends, associates and local media outlets around 
the country.  They also made appearances in theaters that 
would be showing the film, telling audience members 
about “Play the Game” before the trailers and asking them 
to come back for the movie.

Fienberg is now raising money for two new films, and he 
is also starting to get some offers for TV work.  Though 
the producing function is “95 percent headaches,” Fien-
berg said he loves the writing and artistic parts of his 
business. He encouraged the Niles West students to pursue 
their career ambitions.

Though it’s a cliché to say you should follow your dream, 
Fienberg said, he’s proof that it’s possible.  “It means 
taking risks, and it means a lot of hard work.”  But that’s 
what it takes if you want to play the game.

“Play the Game” will be available on DVD beginning 
May 4.



Donations & Tributes
Thank you to the following individuals and groups for their generous contributions to the District 219 
Education Foundation for Excellence. Donations help financially needy students improve their academic 
performance. Thank you for your support.

Contributors
Michelle Amaro
Joseph Asaro
Sherry Jo Baehr
Margaret Bassrawi
Scott Baum
Thomas Bentle
Rosamin Bhanpuri
Vanessa Brechling
Hyun Briski
Benjamin Brzezinski
Chris Busch
Iris Kerbis Cantor
Brent Clish
Richard Decoster
Lisa Denapoli
Kathleen DiSanza
Susan Dobinsky
Kirby Doonan
Lisa Edelson
Joseph Edwards
Mark Egofske
Heidi Eichler
Christine Erickson
Steven Foerch
Elley Foley
Edward Forkos (W’63)
Jayson Foster

In Recognition of Steve Grossman, Inspirational Teacher of the Year:
National Honor Society, Niles West High School

Niles Township High School Class of 1959 

The Niles West & Niles East Class of 1963 

In Memory of Irving Doniger:
Scariano, Himes and Petrarca, Attorneys at Law

Over 300 families contributed to the Foundation during student registration. Thank you!

Lisa Fretzin
Brent Garner
Daniel Gin
Shoshana Goldman
Lucille Gragnani
Michael Graham
Benjamin Grais
Stephanie Gray
Marie Grunst
Laureen Hall
Christopher Hawker
Michael Heinz
Heather Ingraham
Kristen Jackson
Laura Jacobson
Andrew Jeter
Andrew Johnson
Jasminka Jukic
Amy Kaye
Marcy Klayman
Jody Klenetsky
David Klingenberger
Elizabeth Kolany
Richard Kolze
Neil Koreman
Hope Kracht
John Kucab
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Nicole Adams Labore
Jennifer Landis
Demian Lapointe
Ami Lefevre
Michele Lewis
Catherine LoPinto
Georgia Makris
Karyn Malench
Jennifer McEvoy
Stacy Metoyer
Gina Milanesio
Lee J. Milano
Timothy Miller
Yvonne Miller
Mary Nagelvoort
Leslie Natzke
Josef Neumayer
Robert Nortillo
Jessica Ogulnik
Kaine Osburn
Jerry Pope
Linda Poulsom
Charles Pratt
Todd Putnam
Steve & Elizabeth Ramseyer
John Rocco
Daniel Rusk

We invite you to support our schools in a special way. Your tax-deductible contribution to the District 219 Education 
Foundation helps enrich and enhance academic programs beyond what is funded by tax dollars.

Please make my gift:  q in honor of:    q in memory of:

Name______________________________________Sign the card: _____________________________________

Send:         q tribute     OR     q memorial card to:

Name ____________________________________ Address ______________________________________________

I would like to make a  tax-deductible gift of:    q $25    q $50     q $100    q $250    q $500     q $1,000  

q Other ________

Name ____________________________________ Address ______________________________________________
_

Please make check payable to the District 219 Education Foundation, c/o 7700 Gross Point Road, Skokie, Illinois  
60077

To pay by credit card, go to www.219foundation.org and follow the Donations link.

Thank you for your support. All gifts are tax-deductible, as allowed by law.

Class of 1959
On behalf of the Class of 1959, Darlene Mattefs (left) and Barb Smith (right) present District 
219 Foundation Chair Jeff Burman with a $740 contribution from the Niles East High School 
Class of 1959 reunion committee. The class made the donation after its successful reunion on June 
12-13, 2009 at Allgauer’s in Northbrook, which was attended by 311 guests, of which 205 were 
actual alumni. The money will go to help students who need assistance in acquiring academic-
related items. 

Niles East Class of 1960
The 50-year reunion will be held the weekend of October 1 and 2 at the Marriott Lincolnshire. Go 
to the website at www.niles1960.com.

Niles East Class of 1961
The date is September 9, 2011 at The Standard Club in downtown Chicago. The website is http://
nilehi61.com.

Niles East and Niles West Class of 1962
The 50th reunion will be held in 2012. Contact William Del Dotto at wmdeldotto@aol.com or 
954-554-1093. Find it on Facebook at “Niles East & Niles West 1962 High School Reunion.”

Colleen Russell
Joyce Sacks
Susan Schram
Anthony Serafini
Joseph Serpico
Olga Shafran
Jenifer Sinnick
Molly Skelton
Cameron Slife
Tricia Snow
Lia Sosa
Heidi Splinter
Margaret Stewart
Mitchell Stern
Lisa Stone
Sarah Stucky
Penny Swartz
Jim Szczepaniak
Jody Trapani
Angela Tzortzis
Eileen Walvoord
Matthew Weatheringon
Bonnie Weiberg
Jason Widdes
Matthew Wiemer
Lois Wisniewski

Class of 1959
Jim Tansor and 
Sue Stockmar 
Harrison say 
thank you to 
Chairperson Bill 
Nack for a great 
reunion. Accord-
ing to Nack, the 
golden anniver-
sary reunion exceeded all expectations. He said that 
classmates came from as far away as California and 
one hardy soul flew 15,000 miles from Kuala Lum-
pur, Malaysia to be at the reunion. He summed up, 
“That magnificent edifice where all these classmates 
went to school, known at the time as Niles East High 
School, may have fallen to the wrecking ball years 
ago, but for those who remembered it fondly and 
best, the class of ‘59, the memories of it will live 
on.”

Niles North Class of 1969
The 40-year reunion for the Class of 1969 was held 
on October 24 at the Marriott Lincolnshire Resort. 
According to organizer Iris Kerbis Cantor, more 
than 150 alums attended the event. The class contrib-
uted $500 to the James Weil Class of 1969 Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. The scholarship is given annually 
to a graduating Niles North senior who demonstrates 
leadership both in school and the community. 
Niles North Class of 1970
A 40-year reunion will be held August 14 at the North 
Shore Center for the Performing Arts, Skokie. Email  
nnclassof1970@gmail.com or search on Facebook.

Niles West Class of 1970
The 40th reunion will be held Saturday, July 3 at 
Pinstripes Bistro in Northbrook. The event runs from 
7:30 p.m. to midnight. For more information, please 
contact Nancy Nortell Sax at (224) 456-7410 or 
Helen Lauer Eichler at (847) 724-1228.

Niles North Class of 1979
Join up for the 30-year reunion (a little delayed) on 
October 2 at Marcello’s. RSVP to Liz Beck at (847) 
259-1130 or reunionsltd@aol.com.

Niles West Class of 1980
30-year reunion planned for October or November 
2010. Want to help? Email mel-claire@hotmail.com

Niles East Class of 1980
Though the school is no longer, the Trojan spirit lives 
on. Reminisce in October 2010 by calling Liz Beck at 
(847) 259-1130 or reunionsltd@aol.com.

Niles West Class of 1984
The Class of 1984 
celebrated their 
25th Reunion dur-
ing the weekend of 
October 15 through 
17, 2009. On 
Friday, a bunch of 
alumni got together 
at favorite local 
hangout Barnaby’s. 

On Saturday, many alumni braved the winds and 
chilly temperatures to attend the Homecoming Game 
vs. Evanston. Later, 150 alumni celebrated at All-
gauer’s in Northbrook. According to Judy Levine, “It 
was truly amazing to see everyone and exchange all 
of the stories from over the years. Finally, on Sunday, 
we toured Niles West. We were all mesmerized by the 
changes and growth of our school. The tour brought 
back a wave of memories. As the Class of 1984, we 
were proud to be a part of Niles West’s rich history.”  
Levine would also like to inform all Lincoln Hall 
alumni that a Lincoln Hall All Class Reunion will 
be held on Saturday, October 16, 2010 at The White 
Eagle in Niles. Contact information including gradu-
ation year should be emailed to lincolnwood74@
gmail.com. 

Niles North Class of 1990
Are you ready for your 20th year reunion? If you 
haven’t registered yet, please contact Amity Mar-
tinez-Caille at amitycaile@hotmail.com or Mindy 
Nagorsky-Israel at mnagorsky@yahoo.com.Here’s 
the itinerary:  Saturday, June 26, 2010 there will be 
a tour of Niles North from 3 to 4:30 p.m. and the 
reunion will be held from 7 to 11 p.m. at the Cubby 
Bear North in Lincolnshire. For those up for it, there 
are plans for a 10 a.m. brunch on the following day.

Niles West Class of 1990
The reunion date is to be determined. Send an email 
to Leyla Arsan at Leyla_Arsan@yahoo.com.

Dale Woods Thalman, Leslie Berger, Michele Manning 
Polakoff, Mary Ann Porter Hertz, Iris Kerbis Cantor, 
Penny Kaplan Weinberg, Alan Share, Annette Weinstein 
Poznansky and Karen Gerber Reif, members of the 1969 
reunion committee.
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Mike Kim (N’95) is the founder of Crossing Borders, 
an organization that provides assistance to North Korean 
refugees. He spent four years on the North Korean border 
and wrote Escaping North Korea, a recounting of his dra-
matic experiences helping North Koreans reach asylum in 
China via a modern day underground railway in Asia. Kim 
appeared on Anderson Cooper 360 and The Daily Show in 
June 2009. 

Jarryd Loyd (W’04) has spent his post-Niles West 
basketball career in Italy, Latvia and New Zealand. He 
accepted an offer to play for Bank BPS Basket Kwidzyn, 
in Poland, because the Polish league is considered more 
competitive. His ultimate goal is an opportunity to return 
stateside to play in the NBA.

A fundraiser was held at Niles West this fall in honor of 
Caitlin Bull (W’07), a grad who succumbed to cancer in 
August 2009. The event was organized by Niles West physi-
cal welfare instructor Heidi Splinter and proceeds from the 
event were donated to the Caitlin Bull Foundation.

Niles East Class of 1973 alum Steve Sussman, Ph.D., 
FAAHB, FAPA, is a professor of preventive medicine and 
psychology at the University of Southern California. He 
studies etiology, prevention and cessation within the addic-
tions arena. He received the honor of Research Laureate 
for the American Academy of Health Behavior in 2005 
and served as President (2007-2008). In 2007, he received 
Fellow of he American Psychological Association. He has 
been published in over 330 publications.

On September 11, 2009, a memorial honoring Sgt. Kraig 
Foyteck (W’98) was dedicated at Veterans Park in down-
town Skokie. Foyteck was killed in the line of duty while 
serving in Iraq,

Jim Litwin (N’70) is the President of My Life Story, a 
company that digitizes photos, slides and other memora-
bilia into DVD format. Litwin’s career spans 30 years in 
executive positions at MyPoints.com, Wunderman, Y&R, 
Vertis Communications and Sears Portrait Studios. His 
company’s website is MyLifeStoryNow.com.

Larry Britten (E’51) and Nancy (Kuempel) Britten 
(E’53) celebrated their 53rd wedding anniversary in Sep-
tember. 

Hope Feinglass Egan (N’84) recently released her fourth 
book, What the Bible Says About Healthy Living Cook-
book: Simple and Tasty Recipes Featuring God’s Ingredi-
ents. She is excited to have been chosen to write the com-
panion cookbook for the international bestselling author 
Dr. Rex Russell.

Joel B. Pollak (N’95) announced his candidacy as the 
Republican Candidate for Congress in the 9th District of 
Illinois. 

Steven Poster, ASC (W’63) has had a fascination with the art and science of capturing images from a young age. His career in cinematography boasts many highlights:  Second Unit 
Director of Photography on Close Encounters of the Third Kind and Blade Runner; Director of Photography on Emmy-nominated Mrs. Harris, Stuart Little 2, Daddy Day Care, Rocky 
V, to name a few; ASC nomination for Best Cinematography for Ridley Scott’s Someone To Watch over Me; Director of Cinematography for The Box, his third collaboration with direc-
tor Richard Kelley. He filmed the critically-acclaimed television movies Roswell, The Color of Justice and Courage, as well as the Madonna video Like a Prayer. Poster is President of 
the International Cinematographers Guild and serves on the committee of the Nicholl Fellowship of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 

Given the state of the economy, many workers are concerned about job security and longevity in their chosen field. Diana Peters (N’99), Executive Director of Symbol 
Job Training, a vocational school in Skokie, Illinois, would like to help others achieve lasting employment stability, with hands-on training in the computerized numerical 
control (CNC) field. According to Peters, the Chicagoland area is one of the largest manufacturing communities in the country, with more need for skilled workers than 
ever. Peters, who graduated from the University of Illinois with an economics major, worked for one of Chicago’s top law firms before founding Symbol Job Training, 
Inc. in 2005. Students at Symbol Job Training are trained exclusively on CNC machines. “CNC machines are widely used among manufacturers and there will continue 
to be a high demand for skilled workers who have received the level of training we offer,” Peters said. “Our programs help to create opportunities for individuals seeking 

to obtain positions that require these skills and for manufacturers who have employees who are seeking to improve their machining knowledge.” Symbol Job Training is located at 8106 N. 
Ridgeway in Skokie. The website is www.symboljobtraining.com. 

Tell us about your job promotion, the milestone 
you celebrated or other significant events. If you 

have news you would like to share, please send an 
email to Karyn Malench at karmal@niles219.org.

Send us your news

Several D219 grads performed in The Edge Comedy 
Club’s Hometown Stand-ups Show this fall. Performing 
were Dave Odd (N’94), Mark Nabong (W’96), Seth 
Davis (N’97), and Liza Treyger (N’05). 

Joe Strybel (W’97) has the distinction of having 
cooked for President Obama. Strybel, a station chef 
at the Blue Duck Tavern, a popular D.C. hotspot,       
prepared crab cakes and seafood pasta for the 
president and the first lady for their anniversary 
dinner.

Kamelya Alexan (N’02) directed and produced   
One Simple Life, a short film about schizophre-
nia. The film was screened at the Skokie The-
atre last fall. For additional information, go to                  
OneSimpleLifeMovie.com.

Mike Kerz (W’79) is the organizer of The Flash-
back Weekend Horror Convention. The Flashback 
Weekend, now in its eighth year, played at the 
Wyndham O’Hare in October and featured Robert 
Englund, alias Freddy Krueger, as one of the head-
liners.

Kathryn Born (W’89) was profiled in the Chicago 
Reader January 28, 2010 edition. She runs art blog 
ChicagoArtMap.com.

Moses Love, formerly Mike Kupferberg (N’87), 
is the founder of ILoveYoga.com, which donates 
100% of its profits to the Africa Yoga Project. The 
Africa Yoga Project uses the transformative power 
of yoga to empower communities and change lives 
in Africa.

Mimi Pockross (W/E’61) is the author of Shop-
ping for a Living: A Memoir on Merging Marriage, 
Motherhood, and Merchandising. The book is a 
candid retelling of one woman’s journey of discov-
ering and maintaining her own identity while caring 
for her family. Pockross writes about her move from 
Chicago’s North Shore to Denver, and starting and 
running her own business.

Marcus Evans (N’05), a senior communications major 
attending Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
was selected to represent the university in a recent     
national advertising campaign. Evans said, “I was 
happy to represent such a big school and our athletic 
department. I never thought I would be on a billboard. 
A lot of people on campus will ask me if I’m the one on 
the billboard and I just smile and say ‘Yes.’”

S e e n 
a n d 
H e a r d

Board of Directors/Staff
Jeff Burman, Chair, (E’74)
Matthew Robins, Secretary (N’98)
Ken Clinkman, Treasurer
Keith Baker, Director
Alyse Burman, Director
Dr. Nanciann Gatta, Director
Steve Grossman, Director
Angie Hankes, Director (N’92)
Reine Hanna, Student Director
William Lee, Director
Antonio Mladenov, Student Director
Jim Rashid, Director
Robert Silverman, Director (E’78)
Jim Szczepaniak, Staff
Rosamin Bhanpuri, Staff
Questions or comments about this publication? Call 
Director of Community Relations, Jim Szczepaniak, 
at (847) 626-3958 or email jimszc@niles219.org.


