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Niles North 
Alum Discovers 
Kefir Success
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Welcome Back Newsletter

alumni coming Back!

ABC7’s morning anchor Judy Hsu (W’88), at right, made an appearance at her alma mater and discussed the industry with the Broad-
casting classes. PIctured (left) Lisa Edelson, District 219 Education to Careers Coordinator, Jim Bryla, Broadcasting instructor, Chris 
Powell, Director of Applied Sciences and Technology, Hsu.

Continued on page two

Julie Smolyansky (N’93) the President, CEO and 
Director of Lifeway Foods, is the youngest female 
CEO of a publicly-traded company since 2002. 
Her earliest training made her ideally suited for the 
position. You might say she was born to run the 
company. She is Lifeway Foods founder Michael 
Smolyansky’s daughter and from an early age, she 
accompanied her father while he attended trade 
shows across the country and transformed Lifeway 
into the only U.S. company ever taken public by a 
Russian immigrant. She recalls being a guinea pig 
to sample new flavors and formulations.

Lifeway Foods in Morton Grove, Illinois manu-
facturers kefir, a probiotic specialty dairy cultured 
drink that is more nutritional than yogurt. Kefir 
contains seven active cultures, compared to two 
or three in yogurt. In addition to kefir, Lifeway 
produces Drinkable Yogurt, Farmer’s Cheese and 
Basics Plus, a kefir-based supplement. Smolyansky 
said, “My father started the company in 1986. He 
was a strong believer in healthy and natural foods. 
We’ve been pioneers for almost three decades in 
the natural foods movement. Our products are all 
organic.”

It was after her father suddenly passed away in 
2002 that Smolyansky was thrust into the role of 
CEO, President and Treasurer. At the young age of 
27, she became the head of a multi-million dol-
lar business and she had to demonstrate her abili-
ties immediately:  to employees, to customers, to 
shareholders and the media. It was a trial by fire, 
she recalled, “I had to prove myself for a number of 
years before people felt confident in my leadership. 
This is now my seventh year.” 

And what has she accomplished in those seven 
years? With Smolyansky at the helm, Lifeway 
Foods has seen its sales increase more than $30 
million. In 2007, Lifeway Foods was named by 
Forbes magazine as the 53rd Best Small Company. 
The company was named the 49th Fastest Growing 
Small Business by Fortune Small Business in 2008, 
only one of four companies to earn this designation 
for five straight years. 

Smolyansky has accomplished her goal to bring 
Lifeway’s natural and organic kefir products from 
a niche market into the broader mainstream mar-
ket by employing new marketing and advertising 

The Niles Township High Schools Alumni News-
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Relations Department. 
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Providing for District 219 students in need — A Grant Update

The District 219 Education Foundation provided $16,050 in grants over the past eight months: Awards include:

15 computers provided to students who cannot afford computer technology at home.• 
10 graphing calculators for students who cannot pay for their own.• 
Two Niles Central students received $2,000 scholarships for college tuition.• 
Academic fees such as Advanced Placement tests, transcript fees and college applications fees paid for • 
students at Niles North, Niles West and Niles Central.
Bus transportation to take students on college visits to Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, IL and North • 
Central College in Naperville. The majority of these students are first-generation college students (their 
parents did not attend college).

Since April 2007, the District 219 Education Foundation has provided $29,647 to assist District 219 students.

  1979 Niles West State Basketball
           Championship Team Reunion

        Front row (left to right):  Team Captain Connie 
        Erickson Brown,  Missy Isaacson Mawrence, 
        Deb Durso, Barb Atsaves Pabst, and Becky 
        Schnell Tuecke. Back Row:  Karen Wikstrom, 
        Judy Becker, Nancy Eck Prinz, Holly Andersen 
        Blanchette, Lynn Carlsen Nichols, and 
        Coach Gene Earl.  Not pictured:  Peggy Japely,  
            Tina Conti Grant, and Pam Hintz Duda.
      
         See story on page two.

Chicago News Anchor Judy Hsu 
Returns to Niles West

Students in the Broadcasting classes at Niles West and Niles North got to learn from a homegrown professional 
this spring, when Niles West alum and ABC7 Chicago morning news anchor Judy Hsu (W’88) came back to 
talk with students about careers in broadcasting.  Despite a strenuous schedule that requires her to be in the 
downtown Chicago studio every weekday by 4 a.m. and sitting in the anchor chair by 4:57 in time for the 5 to 7 
a.m. newscast, Hsu agreed to meet with District 219 students to share her expertise.

Hsu credits her interest in journalism to her high school stint on the West Word newspaper.  “I had an assign-
ment early in the year to interview our principal (Dr. Don Ring) and I remember thinking that it was an impor-
tant responsibility to sit down with the person who was leading the school and report about that,” she said.  She 
was bit by the reporting bug.

Hsu went on to the University of Illinois and auditioned for WPGU, the radio station.  She didn’t make it the 
first time.  She joined the university newspaper “and liked it.  But I didn’t love it.”  She tried out again for the 
radio station and not only made the cut, but “loved being on air,” she said.  That passion led her to apply to the 
College of Communications, which accepted her.

At her recent visit, Hsu encouraged the students to follow their passion.  She called on them one by one to share 
their career aspirations and told them high school is a perfect time to sample a lot of different classes and activi-
ties to find out where their strengths lie.

“Maybe broadcasting isn’t what you really want to do,” she said.  “It’s very tough, and terribly competitive, so 
you have to really want to get into this field and work hard to make it.”
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Bruce Stender (N’77), Design Coordinator at Lewis 
Floor and Home, spoke to interior design students about 
the aesthetics involved in planning a room’s decor. 

approaches to acquaint customers with Lifeway’s 
unique products and capitalize on the public’s desire 
for natural and organic products. Her background in 
advertising from the University of Illinois at Chicago 
certainly helped. But it is more likely that Smolyan-
sky’s drive and innovative spirit helped to fuel that 
growth. She redesigned the packaging on the kefir 
line, so the product would stand out in the dairy case, 
an expensive gamble that paid off handsomely. She is 
also responsible for the introduction of the children’s 
line, Probugs™, which contains organic whole milk 
kefir. She saw an untapped market potential and want-
ed to gain new customers. She explained, “My friends 
were giving their kids yogurt instead of kefir and it 
was based on the packaging. Once I saw how parents 
were not selecting kefir, I came up with a couple of 
solutions. Overall, the whole product concept took 
about two years to get to the final version.”

It’s clear that Smolyansky learned much of the busi-
ness while working alongside her father, but what 
other factors does she credit for her success? She 
shared some of her favorite experiences attending 
Niles North. “I was a leader and I was involved in a 
lot of programs. I was the Director of Homecoming, 
the President of We Help Others (WHO) Club and 
I was Victoria Viking. I was very active in school. I 
enjoyed being in charge of things. I think my whole 
training came from Niles North. I can say that hon-
estly.” she said.

“For a 16-year old to plan Homecoming, it’s incred-
ible,” Smolyansky said. “It’s basically on-the-job 
training, learning how to work with 10 different com-
mittees to make that event come off without a hitch. 
It’s an incredible education from Niles North that I 
got from doing things like that.” 

Smolyansky reminisced about the time that the WHO 
Club held a silent auction fundraiser for a Evanston 
shelter for battered women. They collected over 
$1,600, which went to purchase two washing ma-
chines and dryers.

She said she was eager to come back to Niles North 
and share her hard-won insight and perspective with 
students. “I think you have to follow your own heart 
to what really makes you happy, whatever that is,” 
she said. “Money will come if you’re doing what you 
love because you’re doing it with energy and heart 
and passion.” 
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Julie Smolyansky, CEO of Lifeway Foods

Much of success in the broadcasting industry comes down 
to talent, but it also requires perseverance and hard work, 
she said. “Some of this sounds so basic, but it’s really 
important.  You have to get internships.”  (Hsu interned 
with Walter Jacobson at Chicago’s WBBM Channel 2 
and thanks him for sharing his hard news and investigative 
knowledge with her as a young reporter.)  “You have to 
show up on time. You have to get your facts straight. You 
have to communicate with your audience as if you’re hav-
ing a conversation with them.”

Hsu said that being co-anchor on Chicago’s most highly 
rated morning newscast is not as glamorous as it might 
seem.  “You end up compromising a lot,” she said.  Hsu 
is mother to three children, ranging from 1 to 7 years old.  
“After I manage to get them all to bed, I’m thrilled if I can 

Aimee Valeroso (W’92) spoke about her career path at 
Abbott Laboratories.

The Honorable Shelley Sutker-Dermer (N’75), Presiding Judge of 
the Circuit Court of Cook County, 2nd District, related her courtroom 
experiences to law students. 

Holli Levine (N’75), Associate Director of Integrated 
Marketing at Kraft Foods, shared her extensive experience 
developing strategies for many consumer brands. 

PACKAGE PRICES

PACKAGE INCLUDES: Golf, Cart, Box Lunch, BBQ Dinner 
and more! $100 per person or $350 for foursome.

Make checks payable to: 
District 219 Education Foundation, Attn: Rosamin, 
7700 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL  60077. Or pay at  
www.219foundation.org. Find us on Facebook under 
“District 219 Education Foundation Golf Outing 
@Wilmette Golf Club.” 

ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE: If you are interested in 
donating products or sponsoring the following, please 
contact Traci at 847-533-2972 or 
mail@219foundation.org:  Golf Carts: $75, Hole: $100
Sponsorship includes advertising signage.

MONDAY, AUGUST 17

Wilmette Golf Club, 3900 Fairway Drive
Wilmette, IL  60091

EVENT HELD RAIN OR SHINE

12:30 p.m.  Check-in & Box Lunch
  1:30 p.m.  Shotgun start
  5:00 p.m.  Networking
  6:00 p.m.  BBQ Dinner

“I think my 

whole training 

came from Niles 

North. I can say 

that honestly.”

Lisa Milosavljevic (W’98) held a session on stress man-
agement at Niles West. She is a chiropractic doctor and a 
certified acupuncturist.

1979 Niles West Girls Basketball State Champs

Basketball Champs Reunite
The Niles West Girls Basketball 1979 State Championship 
team reunited February 13 at Niles West. During half-time of 
the Varsity girls basketball game, the 1979 team celebrated 
the 30th anniverary of their winning season. It was back on 
March 31, 1979 that the Niles West Girls Basketball team 
took the state title by defeating East St. Louis 63-47, a team 
that was led by Jackie Joyner-Kersee, who went on to win 
three Olympic Gold medals. The team was inducted to the 
Illinois Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2004. 
The team was led by Hall of Fame Coach Gene Earl, and 
was affectionately known as “Earl’s Girls.”

Alumni Directories
Watch your mail in the coming months 

for a postcard from Harris Connect. Dis-
trict 219 has contracted with the com-
pany to print alumni directories for all 

of our schools. This is the first time that 
Niles East and Niles West alums have 

thdirec

Share Your Recipes for 
Student Success 
The parent groups at Niles West (Music, The-
atre and Boosters) will publish a cookbook this 
fall and they would like to include your favor-
ite, crowd-pleasing recipes for publication. In-
clude category, recipe title and use the following 
abbreviations:  pt. qt. pkg. env. c. tsp. T. oz. lb. 
gal. doz. sm. med. and lg.  Email your recipe to 
nwmusicparents@gmail.com by July 15. The 
cookbook will be published with a handsome hard 
cover. The cost is to be determined. Proceeds from 
the sale of the cookbooks will benefit students.      

Continued on page four

Dear Fellow Alumni,  
I am a 2005 graduate of Niles West High School and am 
currently attending my last year at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. Back in my high school days, I felt 
I could have been a better person in all regards, and I have 
come to be a better person now as a future leader in the 
United States Air Force. Therefore, I have enclosed a $200 
check to support and enrich the education of students. I hope 
that this money will go to programs that will help students 
realize people are there for them and want them to excel. My 
desire to better young adults comes from the values I follow:  
integrity, service, and excellence, being the core values of the 
United States Air Force. Thanks, and have a good day.

—Name withheld upon request

Foundation Makes a Difference 
Around the World
This football (soccer) team in Yangon, Myanmar (Burma) is 
extremely proud of their “new” uniforms. The Foundation do-
nated used Niles West uniforms to this orphanage through the 
Agapi Love Mission, run by Renee and Rick Jaegers. 
These extremely talented young athletes play on a hard dirt 
ground, often without shoes. Now, the team is suited up and 
ready to play. According to Renee Jaegers, when the players 
opened up the boxes of uniforms donated by the Foundation, 
“You would have thought it was Christmas morning.” 

The 1st annual District 219
Education Foundation Golf Outing 

is Monday, August 17. 

Enjoy a beautiful day of golf with friends, alumni and 
colleagues. If you are not a golfer, join us for cocktails 

and dinner. Net proceeds from this fundraiser will 
benefit the students of District 219. 

Reservations must be received by August 5: availability on a 
first-come, first served basis. No refunds will be given after 

August 5. If you have any questions, please call 
Traci at 847-533-2972. 
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Donations & Tributes
Thank you to the following individuals and groups for their generous contributions to the District 219 
Education Foundation for Excellence. Donations help financially needy students improve their academic 
performance. Thank you for your support.

Contributors

Sherry Baehr
Tom Bentle
Nasir Bhanpuri (W’02)
Hyun Briski
Chris Busch
Johnny Chiang (W’05)
Debra Cunningham
Susan Dobinsky
Lisa Edelson
Joe Edwards
Larry Fogel
Ellen Foley
Jayson Foster
Colleen Gogerty
Shana Goldman
Benjamin Grais
Nathan Gray

In Honor of the Niles West English Department
Sanlida Cheng

Skokie Theatre Music Foundation,  
Charlene Brooks Clinkman and Al Curtis

In Memory of Raymond G. Tyler
Dr. Barbara Ray Tyler

In Honor of Matthew Robins
Myra & Joel Bauer

Marie Grunst
Steven Huang (W’81)
Kristen Jackson
Andrew Jeter
Tom Jodelka
Andrew Johnson
Evelyn Karson (W’68)
Amy Kaye
Debra Kaye
Marcy Klayman
Jody Klenetsky
Rick Kolze
Evelyn Lauer
Erin Linklater
Jacalyn Lipka
Linda Leung
Karyn Malench

 R
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Jennifer McEvoy
Timothy Miller
Kaine Osburn
Jerry Pope
John Rocco
Dan Rusk
Joyce Sacks
Susan Schram
Joseph Serpico
Cameron Slife
Tricia Snow
Mitch Stern
Becky Tuecke
Hillary Tulley
Angela Tzortzis
Eileen Walvoord
Matt Weatherington
Jason Widdes
Matt Wiemer

We invite you to support our schools in a special way. Your tax-deductible contribution to the District 219 Education 
Foundation helps enrich and enhance programs beyond what is funded by tax dollars.

Please make my gift:  q in honor of:    q in memory of:

Name______________________________________Sign the card: _________________________________________

Send:         q tribute     OR     q memorial card to:

Name ____________________________________ Address ________________________________________________

I would like to make a  tax-deductible gift of:    q $25    q $50     q $100    q $250    q $500     q $1,000  

q Other ________

Name ____________________________________ Address ________________________________________________

Please make check payable to the District 219 Education Foundation, c/o 7700 Gross Point Road, Skokie, Illinois  60077

Thank you for your support. All gifts are tax-deductible, as allowed by law.

In Memory of Henry L. Gooris
Daniel Gooris (W’68)

In Memory of George & Hedy LeRoy
Jerry LeRoy Lefkowitcz (N’72)

In Honor of Fellow Classmates
Jeannette Oehring (NTHS’48)

Class of 1958
The Niles Township Community High School Class of 1958 generously donated proceeds from its 
50-year reunion to the Education Foundation for Excellence for the benefit of needy District 219 
students. Pictured: Harvey Fink, member of the Class of 1958, presents a check to District 219 
Superintendent Dr. Nanciann Gatta.

Class of 1959
The Niles Township Community High School Class of 1959 held its 50th reunion June 12 and 13 
at Allgauer’s in Northbrook and at the Arlington International Race Course. Barb Gerich Smith 
and Bill Nack organized the event.

Niles East / Niles West Class of 1962
Get out your planners. The 50th reunion will be held in 2012, with details to be determined. Check 
it out on Facebook at “Niles East & West 1962 High School Reunion” or contact William Del 
Dotto at 954-554-1093 or wmdeldotto@aol.com.

Niles North Class of 1969
The 40-year reunion for the Class of 1969 will be held on October 24 at the Marriott Lincolnshire 
Resort. To sign up, please contact Iris Kerbis Cantor at (847) 626-2354 or email her at irican@
niles219.org. More details can be found on Facebook under Niles North Class of ‘69.

Niles East Class of 1978 reunion
“This was the third reunion Caryn Glickson 
Putterman and I have planned and by far it was 
the most successful and most enjoyable!” said Lori 
Fefferman Barranco. On July 19, 2008, over 200 
people attended the event at Pinstripes in North-
brook. Barranco said, “So many people were so ap-
preciative and grateful for being able to attend. It’s 
nice to know the spirit of Niles East still lives on.”

Niles West Class of 1984
The 25-year reunion will be held on October 17 at 
the Northbrook Hilton. Send email to Judy Levine 
at nileswest84@yahoo.com.

Niles North Class of 1989
The 20-year reunion will be held on November 28 
at the Doubletree Hotel in Skokie. For more infor-
mation, please send an email to NilesNorth89@
gmail.com.

Niles West Class of 1989
Join your classmates at the 20-year reunion on 
October 2. Call Denise Kase-Nabat at (847) 
414-4567. She also urges alums to sign up on 
Facebook  at http://www.facebook.com/event.
php?eid=176051930452&ref=ts.

Niles North Class of 1990
The Niles North Class of 1990 will hold its 20-year 
reunion in 2010. It is being organized by Mindy 
Nagorsky-Israel, mnagorsky@yahoo.com and 
Amity Martinez-Caille, amitycaile@hotmail.com.

Niles North Class of 1998 reunion
The Niles North Class of 1998 called their 10-year 
Reunion “Black Friday Turns Purple.” It was held 
last fall at Sluggers in the Wrigleyville neighbor-
hood in Chicago with a crowd of about 200. The 
venue was decorated just like the hallways of Niles 
North at Homecoming, with purple streamers, bal-
loons, stickers, Viking hats, North Star newspapers, 
yearbooks and other memorabilia from the year 
1998. According to organizer Matthew Robins, 
“Everyone was well behaved and prouder than ever 
to be a Viking. Choir Director Dan Gregerman and 
his wife attended. He said there was no other year’s 
reunion that he would have attended!”

Let us know if you’re planning a reunion and 

we’ll post the information on the school’s web-

site. Email reunion information to 

Rosamin Bhanpuri, rosbha@niles219.org

SPORTS BAR & GRILL

Thank you to the Village Inn Pizzeria Sports Bar & 
Grill in downtown Skokie for holding two fundrais-
ers for the District 219 Education Foundation for 
Excellence. Supporters dined on pizza, sandwiches, 
burgers and more and 20 percent of the total receipts 
went to the Foundation, thanks to the generosity of 
Randy Miles (W’72), the owner and operator of 
Village Inn. Thank you, Randy!
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Kim Kochman Moldofsky (N’86) is an avid blogger and 
consults as a “Social Media Mom,” working with companies 
that want to understand trends in the mom-o-sphere and con-
nect with online mom influencers. She has worked with edu-
cational toymaker LeapFrog as well as Subaru and ConAgra. 
She blogs at http://hormonecolored days.blogspot.com, www.
ChicagoMomsBlog.com and contributes to other sites.

Dan Weldy (N’74) shared the following news about his 
father, Dr. Gilbert Weldy. “I enjoyed reading your newslet-
ter while spending time with my family in December. My dad 
was on the mailing list. I thought your readers would want to 
know of my dad’s passing. Dr. Gilbert Weldy was the princi-
pal of Niles North from 1966 to 1980. His 14 years as princi-
pal may be the longest that anyone ever served in that position 
at Niles North, a record of which he was very proud.  He was 
principal during a very interesting time in history. The student 
body was always politically active and my dad faced wither-
ing criticism in 1970 when he defended a student’s right not to 
remove his helmet before a football game during the playing 
of the national anthem in protest of Viet Nam. The story re-
ceived national news coverage and I can still recall the letters 
and  phone calls he received as a result of his position.”

Tracy (Stein) Koretsky (W’78) has won awards for her fic-
tion and poetry, including three Pushcart Prize nominations. 
Her work is widely published in literary magazines, including 
Potomac Review, The Comstock Review and Phantasmagoria. 
Her latest novel is Ropeless, a heartwrenching mother/daugh-
ter story set in Brooklyn and Silicon Valley. For more infor-
mation, go to www.readropeless.com.

Pankaj Sharma (N’98) was named the 2009 Niles North Distinguished Alumnus. Sharma is a teacher at Niles North and has been very in-
volved in school activities as a club sponsor for We Help Others (WHO) and School Chest/Dance Marathon. He has led service trips to New 
Orleans to build houses through Habitat for Humanity and to an Indian reservation in South Dakota. Iris Kerbis Cantor, a member of the 
nominating committee said, “Pankaj was a very worthy candidate. We look at all candidates objectively and he stood out above the rest of the 
nominees, due to the impact he has made on  the community, whether it be during his high school years, his college years or the present.” (The 
nominating committee makes their selection for the Distinguished Alumnus and it is approved by the principal.) 
Pictured: (left to right) Iris Kerbis Cantor (N’69), Pankaj Sharma and Dan Gregerman.

Tell us about 
your job pro-
motion, the 

milestone you 
celebrated or 
other signifi-
cant events. If 
you have news 
you would like 
to share, please 
send an email to 
Karyn Malench 

at karmal@
niles219.org.

Send 
us 

your 
news

Andrea Berman Myerson (E’80) is the author of Lincoln: 
Echoes of the Past and is currently at work on her second 
book, hoping to change how people treat others with disabili-
ties.

Rosalyn Kliot (E’63) recently retired from a successful 25-
year career as a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor and con-
sultant and as an expert witness at Social Security disability 
hearings. She has returned to her first passion as an artist and 
has exhibited in numerous shows across the country.

Hailee Sullivan (W’05) was named Sunshine State Confer-
ence Player of the Week in February. She is winding up her 
college basketball career and will graduate this spring with a 
degree in Secondary Education and will teach and coach in 
the Tampa area.

Tess Snyder (W’07), Marci Mies (N’03) and members of the 
Wright College SeaStars Synchronized Swim Team swam at 
the Shedd Aquarium when the International Olympic Com-
mittee visited Chicago for the 2016 games.  The team swam 
stroke and float numbers in the newly renovated ‘pond’ for the 
dolphins and whales in the oceanarium. 

Syed Zaidi (W’07) and a friend launched pakmanzil.com in 
2004, a popular networking site that has grown to become one 
of the most visited Pakistani online music websites. The web-
site has about 75,000 members and Pakistani radio stations 
often ask Zaidi for tracks. Zaidi has even achieved a bit of 
notoriety back in Pakistan, due to being interviewed by radio 
stations and music video channels.

Al Goldstein (W’98) was profiled in the March 16 issue of 
Chicago Business. Goldstein and his brother started CashNet 
USA in 2004 and built it into the net’s biggest online payday 
loan business. After paying out to investors, Goldstein will 
take away about $70 million from the deal.

Emalin Salgado (N’98) and her sister Diana (N’03) run a 
home-based business and online (un)franchise business that 
uses one-to-one marketing concepts. The sisters have focused 
on the cosmetics and personal care market and sell Motives 
Custom Cosmetics by Loren Ridinger. 

ensemble 113 is a theatre group made up of alumni from Niles 
North Theatre. The group, founded by Artistic Director Clay-
ton Fox (N’07) mounted a production, “The Best Medicine” 
at McCracken Middle School in June 2009. For more infor-
mation, please go to www.ensemble113.org.

John Nasshan (W’09) was drafted by the Chicago Cubs in 
the 48th round of the 2009 Major League Baseball First-Year 
Player Draft. Though Nasshan was pleased and surprised by 
the news, the pitcher’s future plans take him far away from 
the friendly confines. “I’m going to pitch at Bradley Univer-
sity, work hard, and hope for the best.”

S e e n 
a n d 
H e a r d

Board of Directors/Staff
Jeff Burman, Chair
Richard Reeder, Vice Chair
Matthew Robins, Secretary
Ken Clinkman, Treasurer
Alyse Burman, Director
Minal Desai, Director
Dr. Nanciann Gatta, Director
Steve Grossman, Director
Angie Hankes, Director
Jim Rashid, Director
Robert Silverman, Director
Antonio Mladenov, Student Director
Lauren Teng, Student Director
Jim Szczepaniak, Staff
Rosamin Bhanpuri, Staff

Questions or comments about this pub-
lication? Call Director of Community 
Relations, Jim Szczepaniak, at 
(847) 626-3958 or email him at 
jimszc@niles219.org.

Congrats!
Thank you to recent graduates 
Karissa Moy (W’09) and Anum 
Mustafa (N’09) who served as 
student advisors to the District 219 
Education Foundation for Excel-
lence. Their input on student is-
sues has proved invaluable. Niles 
North student Lauren Teng and 
Niles West student Antonio Mlad-
enov will serve as Directors on 
the Foundation this school year to 
provide information and opinions 
about student issues and concerns. 
Niles North teacher Angie Han-
kes (N’92) and Niles West teacher 
Steve Grossman have been ap-
pointed Directors of the Foundation.

can be in bed myself between 8 and 8:30.  I get invited 
to a lot of evening functions, but you have to regretfully 
decline most of them if you want to have a healthy fam-
ily life.”

Hsu asked students about life today at District 219 and 
was pleased to hear that the Broadcasting class students 
produce morning video announcements that are shown to 
homeroom classrooms three times per week.

“This school prepared me well,” Hsu said.  ‘I got a great 
education and got to know a lot of wonderful people. To 
this day I actually have a lot of girlfriends from Niles 
West.” 

Like Hsu, many District 219 alumni came back to 
school this year during the Ask the Expert Days held 
this spring at Niles North and Niles West. This career 
exploration initiative is organized by District 219 Edu-
cation to Careers Coordinator Lisa Edelson. This year, 
more than 123 business and community professionals 
from 84 businesses served as guest speakers in 247 
classrooms. Presentations included educational deci-
sions, personal stories of interest, and advice, as well as 
demonstrations. 

Edelson stated that alumni are usually very receptive 
to coming back to the school to speak at Expert Days. 
“Students can relate to alumni because they sat in the 

very same chairs when they were students and they have 
gone on to very successful careers. And alumni enjoy 
coming back to see how the school has changed. They 
enjoy sharing their experiences and mentoring students. 
They see the importance of giving back and making a 
difference in the lives of students.” 

In the coming year, Job Shadow Day is October 22 
and Ask the Expert Day will be held on March 17 and 
18, 2010. Alumni who are interested in participating 
can contact Lisa Edelson at 847-626-2062, by email at 
lisede@niles219.org or at http://www.niles-hs.k12.il.us/
lisede/index.htm.

Continued from page two

Alumni Coming Back 


