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Niles East Alum
Chalfie Wins
Nobel Prize in
Chemistry
When the Nobel Prize Committee called early on a
recent October morning to let Niles East alumnus
Martin Chalfie (’65) know that he had just won the
Nobel Prize in Chemistry, Dr. Chalfie slept through
the call. He woke up at his regular time, around 6,
remembered that the prize was going to be announced that day, and said, “Okay, so who’s the
schnook who won the prize this time?”
He went to the Nobel Prize website and found out
that he, in fact, was the schnook.

Azhar Usman (W’93) (center) and Ron Hauser (NTHS’61) (right) choose the winning raffle ticket at the Niles West 50th Anniversary
Celebration event held on October 4, 2008. Usman performed a comedy routine in support of his film “Allah Made Me Funny” and Hauser
served as the evening’s emcee.

Niles West 50th Anniversary
Celebration Raises
$52,000 for Students!
Hundreds of Niles West alumni returned to Niles Township the first weekend of October to celebrate the
school’s 50th anniversary. The main event on Saturday, October 4, a benefit featuring The Buckinghams at
the Holiday Inn North Shore in Skokie, raised more than $52,000. The proceeds will benefit students at Niles
West, Niles North and Niles Central High Schools through the District 219 Education Foundation for Excellence.
Niles West first opened its doors to 1,800 freshmen and sophomores on September 8, 1958, in response to the
area’s booming population growth. Some of those students were among the alumni who packed the Niles West
Homecoming game on Friday, October 3. The new Mondo synthetic field turf was dedicated at Mike Basrak
Field, named in honor of Coach Basrak, who was head coach of the first Niles West Indians football team.
Representatives of Mondo and Kiefer Specialty Flooring, who donated $25,000 to the Education Foundation,
were on hand for the dedication of the new ecologically friendly artificial turf system. Roger Basrak, the son
of Coach Basrak, was at the ceremony and performed the coin toss for the start of the game. Distinguished
alumni and retired coaches were also recognized in a special ceremony at the game.
More than 500 people bought tickets to the main event on Saturday, October 4. The evening featured a dinner buffet, a silent and live auction, and a performance by The Buckinghams, who topped the music charts in
the 1960s with hits including “Kind of a Drag,” “Don’t You Care,” “Hey, Baby, They’re Playing Our Song,”
“Mercy, Mercy, Mercy” and “Susan.” Original founding member Nick Fortuna is a Niles West graduate
(W’65), and he and founding member Carl Giammarese agreed to headline the event with the other members
of their band.
Ron Hauser (NTHS’61) was the event emcee and auctioneer. Hauser is a painter and sculptor who goes by
the nickname of “The Canvas Cowboy.” His work focuses on cowboys, life in the West and Native American
themes. Hauser has taken his “Painting With a Purpose” show on the road to 13 western states to support a
therapy program that allows disabled children to enjoy horseback riding.
Niles West grad Azhar Usman (W’93) is a professional standup comedian and performed a short routine at
the event. Usman has had great success as a Muslim comedian. A documentary film about him and two other
Muslim performers opened nationwide the weekend of the anniversary celebration. The name of the film is
“Allah Made Me Funny.”
On Sunday, October 5 more than 400 people attended the Open House at Niles West High School. Alumni
toured the school to see all the changes that have been made over the years, enjoyed performances by the music, fine arts and drama students and tasted food provided by some of the school’s ethnic clubs.
“We’d like to thank all of the alumni who came out to the weekend events and all the people who supported
the benefit by buying tickets to the event, contributing items to the auction and buying ads in the program
Continued on page two

Dr. Chalfie shares the 2008 Nobel Prize in Chemistry with two other scientists for the discovery and
development of the green fluorescent protein, or
GFP. Chalfie is a professor of Biological Sciences
at Columbia University in New York City.
“The remarkable brightly glowing GFP was first
observed in the beautiful jellyfish, Aequorea victoria in 1962,” according to the Nobel committee’s
press release announcing the award. The protein
was discovered by Osamu Shimomura, a scientist
with the Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods
Hole, MA. Chalfie’s main accomplishment was
“demonstrating in the 1990s that the molecule
could be used as a genetic tag for biological processes in a wide variety of organisms,” he explained. And Roger Y. Tsien, who is at the Howard
Hughes Medical Institute, University of California,
San Diego in La Jolla, CA, “really improved GFP
and made molecular machines using it,” Chalfie
said. These applications allow researchers to watch
processes that were previously invisible, such as
the development of nerve cells in the brain or how
cancer cells spread.
Chalfie will attend the Nobel Prize award ceremonies in Stockholm, Sweden in December and said
he is very much looking forward to the celebration.
Although several scientists have told him over the
years that they thought his pioneering work with
GFP could qualify him for a Nobel prize, “it was
still a shock and a thrill to get it.” Since he is a
biologist, “it was surprising that this recognition
was given by the chemists,” Chalfie said. “But I
think they really gave the prize to the molecule,”
he said, with a self-effacing humor that he exhibited throughout the interview for his high school’s
alumni newsletter.
Continued on page two
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District 219 Education Foundation for Excellence
c/o 7700 Gross Point Road
Skokie, Illinois 60077
www.219foundation.org
The Niles Township High Schools Alumni Newsletter is published twice a year by the Community
Relations Department.
Moving? Please send change of address to
nilestwpalumni@gmail.com

Niles West: Still Going
Strong at 50 Event
Raises over $52,000!
Nick Fortuna of The Buckinghams performed the National
Anthem at the start of the Homecoming Game on October 3.

The Buckinghams with Carl Giammarese (center) and Nick Fortuna (right) headlined the Niles West 50th Anniversary Celebration at the
Holiday Inn North Shore on October 4.
Continued from page one

Over 400 visitors flocked to the Niles West Open House on
October 5. Alumni enjoyed the display of past events.

book,” said foundation director Alyse Cohen Burman (N’75), who chaired the event. “We’re also extremely grateful
to all the event sponsors, who underwrote the costs of the event.”
The event sponsors included:
•
•
•
•

Mondo/Kiefer, which donated $25,000 to the foundation
Bus company Positive Connections, which contributed $15,000
Gold sponsors Pioneer Press; and Holiday Inn Chicago North Shore in Skokie
Bronze sponsors Niles Township Federation of Teachers Local 1274; Castwell Products, LLC; Comfort Inn
Skokie; Sign-A-Rama in Skokie; and Print-Xpress.

You can see more photos from the celebration at: www.niles-hs.k12.il.us/rosbha/anniversary_celebration.htm.

Alumni visiting the Niles West Open House marveled at the
changes to the school.

All net proceeds will directly benefit students at Niles West, Niles North and Niles Central High
Schools through the Foundation’s grants program. The District 219 Education Foundation for
Excellence has awarded $13,597 in grants since April 2007. The program supports the district’s
most financially vulnerable students by paying for such educational essentials as graphing calculators, ACT preparation classes, college application fees, refurbished computers, AP test fees,
scholarships and more. Items for funding must be academics-related and priority is given to students whose families face financial need.
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Continued from page one

book will enable you to find and keep in
touch with old friends and classmates.
This project will also allow the school
to have up-to-date information on alumni to inform them about what’s happening at the schools.

Does Chalfie stay in touch with any of his old Niles East
schoolmates? In fact, he is active friends with H. Robert
Horvitz (E’64) of MIT, a fellow Niles East alum who won the
2002 Nobel Prize in physiology or medicine for discovering
and characterizing the genes controlling cell death.

What if I don’t want to be listed in the
book? What if I don’t want certain pieces
of information listed? Harris Connect can
still update your information for us, but
will honor your specific request to exclude all or
parts of your biographical data from the publication.

Was there some magic at Niles East that contributed to the
development of two Nobel Prize winners in science?

If my name is listed in the book, am I
obligated to purchase a copy? Your name
will be listed regardless of whether or
not you decide to purchase a copy. Only
alumni will be offered a chance to purchase a book.

Dr. Martin Chalfie, Nobel Prize Award winner in Chemistry

Chalfie said he looks back fondly on his time at the school.
“I had a very good time at Niles East,” he said. “One of the
courses I enjoyed most was my senior year in 1964-65, when
I took an AP Chemistry course taught by an exchange teacher
from Britain, a man by the name of Leslie Sturges. He was an
absolutely fantastic teacher.
“One of the things I remember was a special seminar that the
school held once a month for students interested in science.
It featured topics that went beyond the classroom, so maybe
one month you would discuss an article that ran in Scientific
American and the next month you might hear from someone
who worked as a researcher. I remember that fondly.”
Chalfie’s favorite high school memories are not limited to
science. “In one of our English classes, the teacher had us
read Alan Paton’s Cry the Beloved Country, which was a real
revelation to me. For a school system in the early 1960s, to
introduce the students to the subjects of segregation and class –
I was impressed and very appreciative.”
Chalfie remains actively engaged with today’s young people
who are just learning about science and encourages them to
find ways to become involved in the field. “One of the very
nice aspects of this shared prize is that it recognizes the process of how things change in scientific discovery,
and how people learn from the work of others.”
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A Virtual Class Reunion
for Niles North Alumni
Recently, the publisher of the Niles North Alumni
Directory, Harris Connect, launched the Alumni
Online Community for Niles North. All Niles North
alumni are welcome to visit the site to learn how to
reconnect with friends and classmates.
There is no charge to view and update your online
directory entry, your MyPage area or a sampling of
the most recent class notes posted by fellow alumni.
You can also add your own class or reunion notes.
For a subscription fee of $9.95 a year, alumni will
receive access to the following:
•

A comprehensive and searchable Online Directory of all alumni.

•

The special Class Notes section covering categories such as Marriages and Engagements, Births
and Adoptions, Career News, Educational News,
and more.

•

The Career Center, a place to go to post resumes,
search for a job, or list any available positions.
Included as part of the Career Center is the Job
Offer Agent by Quiet Agent, a new way for
employed people to anonymously stay in the
market for a better job.

•

The Yellow Pages list the businesses of your fellow alumni, or make the services of your business available to them.

Q

•

Start your own personal network with the MyNetwork feature and create a network of friends
that you can easily communicate with through
evites and email.

Q

•

Control your online community experience using the personalized MyPage area and online
Member Services. Catching up with Niles North
and old friends couldn’t be easier.

Q
Q

How much will the book cost and
when can I expect to receive a copy?
The book will be available in either
a hardbound ($89.99) or softbound
($69.99) edition as well as a CD-Rom ($89.99)
version. Shipping, handling, and appropriate
sales tax (in applicable states) will be added.
Books will be shipped at the end of April 2009.
Why does the book cost so much? Harris Connect is producing our book free
of charge to the organization. The cost
of the book covers the research, production and expenses incurred by the company.
What happens if I don’t order a book
now, but change my mind later? We
have arranged to print as many books
as are ordered before we go to press.
If you change your mind prior to publication,
you can call the Harris Connect Customer Service Department (see phone numbers below).

Niles East graduates: 1-800-791-5386
Niles West graduates: 1-800-791-5385

To learn more, visit:
http://www.graduateconnections.com/nilesnorth
The Niles East Class of 1959 50th Reunion will
be held in June 2009. Contact Barb Gerich Smith,
6910 N. Hamlin, Lincolnwood, IL 60172
or bsmith@copper.net

Photo courtesy of Tom Killoran Photography. (708) 361-0025

Reunion Roundup

Class of 1958 reunion
This handsome group (above) is the Niles Township Class of 1958. According to reunion organizer Toni Rowitz, 229 people attended (including five faculty members). Events at the Marriott
Lincolnshire Resort included a reception on July 18, followed by the main event on July 19. The
reunion was a rousing success, with many suggestions for a followup reunion in five years. Mark
your calendars for 2013!

Niles North Class of 1968 reunion
A member of the Class of ’68 reunion committee,
Dale Olsen (center), poses with favorite teachers
Carol Sumka Florence (physical education) and
Clarence Florence (science). About 150 classmates
attended the 40-year reunion held October 11 at
the Hyatt in Deerfield. (Below left): Goody bag
contributors Bob Schatz, Carol Fine, reunion committee members Maria Compiana, Andrea Pearlman, Howie Simon, Dale Olsen, Darlene Brill and
Karyn Abrams.

Let us know if you’re planning a reunion
and we’ll post the information on the
school’s website. Email reunion information to Rosamin Bhanpuri,
rosbha@niles219.org

Photo courtesy of Images Studio of
Photography/Bruce Malmin

Donations & Tributes
Thank you to the following individuals and groups for their generous contributions to the District 219
Education Foundation for Excellence. Donations help financially needy students improve their academic performance. Thank you for your support.
Contributors
Stacey Apfel
Kim Barker
Jane Choi
Lisa Edelson
Joe Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Eisterhold
Larry Fogel
Jayson Foster
George Galla
Shana Goldman
Michael Graham
Nathan Gray
Steve Grossman
Marie Grunst
Jene Hardel (W’72)
Robin Harris
Tom Neihengen
Heather Ingraham
Kristen Jackson
Amy Kaye
Angela Kaye
Marcy Klayman
Liz Kolany
Rick Kolze
The Honorable Lou Lang
Ami LeFevre
Ryan McTague

Tim Miller
Yvonne Miller
Josef Neumayer
E.I. Nowak
Kaine Osburn
Fay Paras
Nils Peterson
Larissa Petrakis
Linda Poulsom
Charles Pratt
Iris Puccini
Sergio Rivera (N’94)
John Rocco
Dan Rusk
Hyun Song
Lisa Stone
Mitch Stern
Gail Swerdlik (W’66)
Jeff Tackes
Patti Tackes-Sokol
Robin Torner
Becky Tuecke
A. Tzortzis
Joyce Van Alstin
Nevin VanRoeyen
Eileen Walvoord
Jason Widdes

$100 and Over
First Giving, Inc.
Neil Codell
Bart Conner (W’76)
Debra Kaye
Deborah Lazar
Niles Township Community High
School Class of 1958 Reunion
Karen Zupko Stuart (W’68)
Judy Weil
Niles West 50th Anniversary
Celebration Sponsors:

Platinum sponsors:
Mondo/Kiefer Specialty Flooring
Positive Connections
Gold sponsors:
Pioneer Press
Holiday Inn Chicago North Shore in
Skokie
Bronze sponsors:
Niles Township Federation of
Teachers Local 1274
Castwell Products, LLC
Comfort Inn Skokie
Sign-A-Rama Skokie
Print-Xpress

To Commemorate Neil Codell’s Retirement
Mr. & Mrs. Mark and Helene Rubert
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff & Alyse Burman
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph & Debra Coletta
Board of Directors, Skokie Chamber of Commerce

In Memory of Louise Dalton
Neil Codell

In Memory of Rosalie Codell
Barbara Giannelli

In Memory of Marjorie MacLennan
Jim Szczepaniak

Niles West Class of 1966 reunion
Sue Masaracchia-Roberts, the organizer for the Turning 60 reunion, provided this update on the Class of
1966: About 91 people attended the reunion held
at Maggiano’s in August. It was a very enjoyable
evening, with a D.J., a music video created by Essie
Singer Streicher and her husband Rick and a special
birthday cake (celebrating 60 years). A good time was
had by all—so much so that several volunteered to
work on the committee for a 45th Reunion! The planning begins in 2009. (Below) Carol Imhoff Donofrio
and Joe Trassati were voted most attractive in the
senior issue of the West Word. Here they are today,
still looking great.

In Memory of Charles Karp
Mrs. Nancy Karp Warshaw (N’70)

We invite you to support our schools in a special way. Your tax-deductible contribution to the District 219 Education Foundation
helps enrich and enhance programs beyond what is funded by tax dollars.
Please make my gift:		

q in honor of:				

Name______________________________________		
Send:

q tribute

OR

q in memory of:

Sign the card: _________________________________________

q memorial card to:

Name ____________________________________ Address ________________________________________________________
I would like to make a tax-deductible gift of:

q $25

q $50

q $100

q $250

q $500 q $1,000 q Other __________

Name ____________________________________ Address ________________________________________________________
Please make check payable to the District 219 Education Foundation, c/o 7700 Gross Point Road, Skokie, Illinois 60077.
Thank you for your support. All gifts are tax-deductible, as allowed by law.

Niles West Class of 1973 reunion
A 35th reunion for the Class of 1973 brought 170
classmates to The Cubby Bear in Lincolnshire in October. According to Michele Lustig Hechtman, who
organized the reunion, “It doesn’t matter how many
years have passed since high school, there is something really special about reconnecting with classmates that you grew up with.” Pictured: Phil Block,
Sue Preston Campione, Scott Bernstein, Melanie
Miller Krupp, Michele Lustig Hechtman, Brad DeSent, Doreen Tarant DeSent and Patty Phillips Turim.
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Mark Reitman (W’65) is the “Professor of Hot Dogs,” the owner of a business school called Hot Dog University. HDU is a national training
center in Milwaukee and Chicago that teaches the trade secrets to opening a successful hot dog stand. HDU has been featured on media outlets
such as CBS Sunday Morning News with Charles Osgood and Bill Geist, CNN News, Business Week magazine, and the Milwaukee Journal.
Frankly, Mark has always been interested in hot dogs, growing up near Maxwell Street, then working for the now-defunct Henry’s Drive-In in
Lincolnwood. After retiring from a career as a school counselor, he parlayed his passion for frankfurters into a career, showing students with
entrepreneurial spirit how to turn a minimal investment into a profitable living. For more information on HDU, please visit www.hotdogu.com.
Dr. James Wiczer (W’69) founded Sensor Synergy in 1999, a high-tech startup that connects industrial sensors to the internet using patented “smart interface” technology. Sensor Synergy interfaces work “out-of-the-box,” without the need for user programming or separate
custom software. Dr. Wiczer holds five U.S. patents related to sensors and has published over 35 articles on his research and development
work. Dr. Wiczer, or Jamie, said, “I am still the same geeky kid from Niles West High School back in the late 60’s - Biochem Club, Science
Seminar, Chess Club, Photography club, etc.”
After Grant Petersen (E’60) graduated, he embarked on a journey that included a 36-year career with the National Park Service, stationed
at picturesque outdoor offices at Lake Roosevelt (WA), Grand Canyon (AZ), Glen Canyon (AZ-UT), Fire Island (NY) Herbert Hoover (IA)
and Pictured Rocks (MI). Grant served as both as Park Ranger wearing the ubiquitous “trooper hat” and as Park Superintendent. He received
numerous recognitions for performance and actions, including a U.S. Department of the Interior Meritorious Service Award. For anyone
wondering how a suburban kid ended up living a life in largely remote areas of the country, Peterson offered: “The education received first
at Cleveland and Lincoln Elementary Schools and then Niles East had a lot to do with guiding me toward a career with the National Park
Service. The diversity of course offerings and extracurricular opportunities available, coupled with some outstanding teachers, provided an
excellent foundation to build that interest and eventual career.” Now retired, Petersen resides with his wife Donna in the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan community of Munising, the western gateway to Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore. The Petersens have three adult sons and five
grandchildren.

Lisa Milosavljevic (W’98) and Dr. Daniel Wiewel recently
opened Healing Hands Wellness & Chiropractic Center in
Skokie. “Dr. Milo” helps patients achieve their health goals,
by using her professional training in chiropractic as well as
other adjuncts such as physical rehabilitation, nutritional and
lifestyle counseling, acupuncture, etc. For more information,
call (847) 673-6600.

Brian Sandalow (W’03), former West Word sports and
managing editor, was awarded a first-place award in the sports
category for his article “Sticks & Stones” during the Lone
Star Awards presented by the Houston Press Club earlier this
year. The awards recognize outstanding journalism and are
open to all media outlets in the state of Texas.
Lisa Ann Schreier (W’75) is the Director of Timeshare Insights, the first and only consumer consulting and educational
service focused on timeshare. She is the author of several
publications on timeshares and has contributed to more than
200 major media outlets in the Chicagoland area, as well as
the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times and The Travel
Channel.
If you attended the Niles West 50th Anniversary Celebration,
you saw the special crossword puzzle for Niles West alumni
created by Joe Krozel (W’80). Krozel received his PhD in
Chemical Engineering from Princeton University and spent

several years in product development. As an avocation Joe
constructs crosswords: Nine have appeared in the New York
Times, and several others are scheduled to appear at future
dates.
Lincolnwood native Ryan Pollyea (W’02) won a Midwest
Emmy® Award in October for his work on the online series
“Tales from the Tower” that he created for the NBC5 Chicago
Web site, nbcchicago.com. The tongue-in-cheek series shows
a humorous if somewhat skewed perspective of what life is
like in the NBC5 Chicago newsroom. Pollyea conceived,
co-produced, wrote and reported in the series. This was one
of two Midwest Emmy nominations for Pollyea and it was his
first win.
Photo: David Cortez for NATAS
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Gregg Shapiro’s (E’77) debut book of poetry, Protection,
was published in January 2008 by Gival Press. To find out
more information, go to www.givalpress.com. He has written for publications such as Chicago Free Press, Go Guide,
Illinois Entertainer, UR Chicago, Outlook Weekly, Baltimore
Outloud, Bay Area Reporter, to list a few.

Ryan Pollyea upon accepting his Emmy® award.
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Jeff Burman, Chair
Richard Reeder, Vice Chair
Matthew Robins, Secretary
Ken Clinkman, Treasurer
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